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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dorld.ng  and  Horley  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  annual  report  for  the  year  1959^ 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  set  out  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  I/6O,  which  contaiijs  relevant  references  to  Regulations  5 (3) 
and  15  (5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959* 

Section  I of  the  report  deals  with  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  district,  and  these  justify  the  statement  that  during  the  year  the 
health  of  the  community  was  good.  There  was  a considerable  rise  in  the 
birth  rate,  a fall  in  the  death  rate  and  a low  level  of  infant  mortality. 
There  was  no  evidence  that  environmental  conditions  were  directly 
responsible  for  ill  health,  with  the  qualification  that  the  continued 
shortage  of  houses  available  for  letting  to  people  in  the  lower  wage  group 
has  caused  anxiety,  mental  strain  and  concomitant  symptoms  of  physical 
illness  in  a number  of  cases. 

Section  II  contains  a. brief  general  description  of  the  health 
services  operating  in  the  district.  The  only  material  change  which  has 
occurred  during  the  year  has  been  the  institution  of  an  experimental 
scheme  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
weekly  visits  to  Horley  by  one  of  its  units  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying 
people  referred  to  it  by  their  own  doctors*  The  unit  also  visited  a 
site  in  Dorking,  and  the  scheme  therefore  provided  a convenient  service 
for  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Section  III  deals  with  other  services  of  great  importance  to  the 
well-being  of  the  community,  and  contains  brief  descriptions  of  the  -water 
supply  of  the  district,  of  the  arrangement  for  dealing  with  bodily  excreta 
and  with  household  and  trade  refuse,  and  with  other  miscellaneous  matters. 

Section  17  deals  with  housing  and  Section  V with  food*  Those 
are  matters  which  are  mainly  under  the  super-vision  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  whose  report  contains  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  connection  xd.th  these  important  matters. 

Section  VI  is  concerned  with  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
d-uring  the  year  and  with  their  prevention.  The  principal  epidemiological 
feature  was  a widespread  extension  of  the  measles  epidemic  which  had 
commenced  in  Betchworth  and  Holmwood  in  1958.  There  was  also  an  increase 
in  the  n-umber  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  affecting  principally  the  Parish 
of  Horley.  There  were  no  cases  of  enteric  fever,  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria. 


It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  record  the  keen  interest  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  -under  the  in-vigorating  chairmanship  of  liijor  General 
E.  H,  Goulburn,  D.S.O,,  in  the  matters  which  have  been  brought  to  its 
attention,  and  to  thank  the  Council  for  its  continued  supportt, 

The  conscientious  work  performed  by  the  members  of  the  Co-uncil*s 
Public  Health  Inspector  (Mr.  E,  A,  Atkinson)  and  his  staff  deserves  high 
commendation.  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  other 

departments  of  the  Council *s  staff  for  ad-vice  and  assistence  xd.llingly 
given  whenever  sought. 

I am,  Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Bei-vant, 

CYRUS  IVE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his 
clerical  staff  act  in  a similar  capacity  for  the 
-Dcrliing  and  Leatherhead  Urban  Districts  and  for 
the  Borough  of  Epsom  and  Ewell, 


The  Chief  Pulalic  Health  inspector  also 
acts  as  Housing  Officer  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
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MWUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Ax63.  (3.Cur&s)  90S  «*o  •e< 

Population  (Census  1951)  o**  o.« 

Population  (estimated  mid-year  1959) 
Density  (persons  per  acre)  oo< 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1959 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  •«< 


53,943 

25^832 

30,520 

0*5? 

£532^741 

£2^050 


PARISHES  COMPRISING  THE  DISTRICT  WITH  /iREA  MD 


Parish 

Population 

Area 

(acres) 

Noo  of 

occupied 

dwellings 

Persons 

per 

acre 

Abinger 

lj889 

7,481 

549 

0.25 

Betohworth 

1,614 

2,562 

440 

0a63 

Buckland 

640 

1,362 

188 

0o47 

Capel 

2,386 

5,694 

718 

0o42 

Charlwood 

2,757 

6,901 

760 

0*40 

Headley 

591 

1,640 

124 

0«36 

Holfflwood 

1,084 

3,749 

285 

0.29 

Her  ley 

11,394 

7,449 

3,278 

lo53 

Leigh 

820 

3,419 

224 

0.24 

Newdigate 

1,220 

4,744 

365 

0#26 

Ockley 

798 

3,400 

243 

0.23 

Wetton 

639 

5.542 

191 

0«12 

25,832 

53,943 

i 

7,365 

! 

0.54 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATIST  ICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births 


Total  Female 


Total 

585 

301 

284 

Legitimate 

561 

288 

273 

Illegitimate 

24 

13 

11 

Live  birth  rate  per 

1,000  population 

Standardised  birth  rate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Stili-  Births 

Total  S 5 3 

Still  birth  rate  per  1^000  live  & still  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  under 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegi.timate 


Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  total 

II  It  II  ti  11  II  II  legj.timate 

'•  ••  " ” ” '*  illegitimate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
(Neonatal  Mortality) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
{Early  Neonatal  Mortality) 


19.2 

19*6 

4*1 


13*5 


J-S'n  I 

3-4«'3 


10.3 

S,5 


Still  births  Sc.  deaths  imder  1 week  per  1000  live  Sc  still  births  21*9 
(Perinatal  Mortality) 

Maternal!-  Mortality 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  - 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  & still  births 
Deaths 


Total  277  143  134 

Crude  death  rate  per  1, 000  population  » » . 

Standardised  death  rate  s.»  e.c 


e 0 • 
» e • 


9. 


Table  I includes  birth  and  death  rates,  with  a comparison  with 
the  figures  for  1958,  and  Table  II  gives  a comparison  of  birth,  death 
and  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  district  since  1931,  with  the  figures 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period# 


BIRTHS 

Live  births  numbered  585  of  which  301  were  males  and  284  females* 
The  cinide  birth  rate  was  19*2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with 
the  rate  of  17*9  fcxr  1958* 
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Births  ( CQnt« ) 

Details  such  as  age  and  sex  distribution  affect  local  birth  rates 
and  invalidate  con5)arison  with  the  rates  of  other  populations*  To  over- 
come this  a comparability  factor  (l*02)  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  which  when  applied  to  the  crude  birth  rate  gives  a figure  which 
may  be  used  for  purposes  of  comparison*  On  application  of  this  factor 
a standardised  birth  rate  of  19o6  is  obtained,  conpared  with  a rate  of 
16,5  for  England  and  Wales* 


DE^HS 

Deaths  assigned  to  the  area  numbered  277,  representing  a crude 
death  rate  of  9*1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  total 
comprised  143  males  a,nd  134  females,  and  was  31  less  than  in  1958, 

A comparability  factor  (l«-03)  has  been  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General  which  may  be  applied  to  the  crude  death  rate  for  use  in  con^aring 
the  local  death  rate  with  those  of  other  areas*  The  factor  makes 
allowance  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  local  populations* 
Application  of  the  factor  to  the  local  rate  increases  ft.  from  9*1  to  9*3* 
The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11*6, 

Approximately  56%  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes. 

The  deaths  were  divided  among  the  parishes  in  the  following 
numbers:  Abinger  11,  Betchworth  26,  Buckland  5,  Capel  21,  Charlwood  25, 

Headley  5,  Horley  144,  Leigh  8,  Newdigate  11,  Ockley  8,  Holmwood  9 
and  Wctton  4* 

Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  are  classified  in 
Table  III*  Of  the  total  of  277  deaths,  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
vascular  system  (categories  17-21  in  Table  III)  caused  142,  malignant 
diseases  (categories  10-14)  61,  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
(categories  23-25)  27  deaths® 

Deaths  from  Road  Accidents 

Two  residents  died  as  a result  of  injuries  received  in  road 
accidents  in  which  motor  vehicles  were  involved,  compared  with  eight  in 
1958,  Both  were  Horley  residents  and  both  received  their  injuries  in 
local  accidents,  one  while  walking  and  the  other  while  cycling. 

In  my  report  for  1956  I drew  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  high  accident  mortality  rate  of  schoolchildren,  particularly  in  the 
Horley  area.  This  information  was  also  given  to  the  Divisional 
Education  Officer,  who  in  turn  reminded  the  headteachers  of  all  schools 
in  Horley  of  the  need  for  continued  educational  training  in  road  safety. 

It  was  also  given  to  the  Road  Safety  Committee  which  extended  its 
educational  activities  considerably  during  the  year*  It  is  encouraging 
to  note  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  of 
schoolchildren  in  the  Horley  area 

Deaths  due  to  other  Accidents 


These  numbered  six  and  included  two  deaths  which  were  due  to 
complications  which  followed  falls  of  elderly  persons j two  deaths  which 
were  due  to  drowning,  one  in  the  sea  and  one  of  a young  child  in  a private 
swimming  pool|  one  of  a person  who  died  as  a result  of  being  struck  by 
a branch  of  a falling  tree  and  one  death  due  to  complications  arising  in 
the  course  of  treatment  for  a sui'gi  cal  conditi  on* 
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Suicide 

One  death  was  certified  as  having  been  caused  by  suicide. 


IWIM  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  mmbered  eight, 
and  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  13«7  per  1,000  live  births* 
Comparable  figures  for  195S  were  six  deaths  with  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  11*2*  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  22*0, 

The  causes  of  death  were  congenital  malformations  inconsis- 
tent with  prolonged  life  in  five  cases,  prematurity  in  two  cases  and 
middle  ear  disease  in  one. 

For  the  second  year  in  succesion  the  figures  for  the  Rural 
District  were  extremely  low  and  compared  most  favourably  with  the 
national  figures*  They  are  a reminder  that  great  credit  is  due  to 
all  persons  involved  in  the  maintenance  and  safeguarding  of  infant 
health,  whether  acting  in  the  capacity  of  parents,  guardians  or  by 
reason  of  their  profession. 


Maternal.  Mortality 


There  was  no  death  attributable  to  maternal  causes* 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  1959  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0,3S  per  1,000  live  and  still  births* 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  was  30,520 
and  showed  an  increase  of  540  on  the  previous  year.  Part  of  this  wras 
due  to  natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  being  308,  It 
is  assumed  that  the  remainder  of  the  estimated  increase  was  due  to 
immigration  to  those  parts  of  the  district  in  which  new  development 
took  place,  principally  in  Horley  and  Saif or ds a 

The  population  of  the  district  is  estimated  to  have  increased 
by  4,688  since  the  Census  was  taken  in  1951.  Most  of  this  grox^h  has 
taken  place  in  the  Parish  of  Horley  ( approximate  increase  4,000),  with 
small  increases  in  the  Parishes  of  Abinger,  Betchworth  and  Capel, 

A decrease  in  population  of  approximately  200  has  occurred  in  the  Parish 
of  Gharlwood  as  a result  of  the  development  of  Gatwick  Airport, 
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2,  GENER/iL  FHOVISION  OF  SERYICESJPR  THE, /igEA 

HOSFIT/.L  FACILITIES 

The  Horley  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  is  the  only  hcepitaj. 
situated  in  the  district*  It  has  a bed  conplenent  of  16  and  is  staffed 
by  the  local  general  practitioners  with  a panel  of  consultants  whose 
services  can  be  called  upon  if  necessary* 

The  Dorking  General  Hospital  and  the  RedhiH  County  Hospital, 
together  with  its  branch  at  Snallfields,  provide  accominodation  for 
medical,  surgical  and  maternity  cases,  and  it  is  to  those  that  the 
majority  of  patients  requiring  in- treatment  are  admitted. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  requiring 
treatment  in  hospital  may  be  admitted  to  one  of  a number  of  hospitals, 
depending  on  the  accommodation  available  at  the  time.  During  the  year 
cases  were  admitted  to  Bletchlngley  Hospital,  Queen  Mary's  Hospital, 
Carshalton  and  to  the  Western  Fever  Hospital,  Fulham* 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratories  available  to  medical  practitioners  are  provided 
at  the  East  Surrey  Hospital,  the  Redhill  Coimty  Hospital,  the  Dorking 
General  Hospital  and  St,  Luke's  Hospital,  Guildford,  Examination  of 
specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  can  be  referred  to  either  of  two  Public  Health  Laboratories 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council,  one  situated  at  West  Hill  House,  West 
Hill,  Epsom  and  the  other  at  St,  Luke's  Hospital  Guildfordc  These 
laboratories  also  undertake  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of 
water  supplies,  milk  and  food,  including  ice-cream,  and  biological 
examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli  ih  milk. 


/lMBULMCE  SERVICE 

The  public  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  who  have  given  the  following  information  regarding  the 
use  of  the  services- 

The  main  ambulance  station  for  the  area  is  at  the  Smallfields 
Section  of  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  (telephone  Smallfields  271)  with 
a sub-station  at  Harrowlands,  South  Terrace,  Dorking* 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  any  sudden  illness 
in  the  streets  or  public  places,  any  responsible  person  nay  call  the 
ambulance  to  remove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone,  use  the  local  Emergency 
Calling  System),  Nornal  maternity  cases  will  be  removed  if  the  app!Ll'>uTb 
can  give  evidence  that  a maternity  bed  has  been  bookedo  Maternj.ty 
■;d.th  serious  complications,  or  where  birth  is  imminent,  are  not  normal.ly 
removed  without  the  authority  of  a doctor  or  certified  midwife,  uho 
should  travel  with  the  patient  in  the  ambulance. 

The  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness  or  accidents  are  arranged 
by  the  hospital  concerned  or  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of  the 
patient.  For  private  removals,  a written  request,  accompanied  by  a 
doctor's  certificate,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
his  consideration#  Provided  that  these  requirem.ents  are  fulfilled,  no 
charge  is  made  to  users# 
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THE  PSHSON/Jj  HE/ILTH  SERVICES 

Tho  provision  of  services  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children,  midwifery,  health  v:!.siting,  home  nursing,  immunisation 
and  vaccination,  ambulance  and  domestic  help  is  the  responsibility  cf 
the  Surrey  County  Council  as  local  health  authoritye  Day~tO"day 
administration  has  been  delegated  to  the  Southern  Divisional  Health  Suh-^ 
Committee  and  its  officers,  with  headquarters  at  '■  Caber feigli.'*,  Hatoluards 
Road,  Redlxill,  (telephone  No*  Redhill  3206)  * 

For  convenience  of  reference,  details  of  clinics  arc  set  cut 


in  tabular  forma 

T:^,n)e  cf  Clinic 

Lecar.ion 

Time  of  Session 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres 

Eviiurst  Village  Hall 

Peas lake  Old  School  Room 

1st  & 3rd  Fris  2 p*n« 

2nd  & 4th  Mon«  2 p,m» 

Holly  Bush, 

Holmbury  St*  jyhry 

2nd  & 4th  Fri*  2 p,m* 

The  Vicarage,  Betchworth 

1st  Tues*  2 p*m* 

Brockhan  Homes,  Brockham 

1st  & 3rd  Fri*  2 p,m. 

Wesley  Hall,  Capel 

2nd  & 4th  ThurSo  2 p*m. 

Parish  Hall,  Charlwood 

2nd  & 4th  Wed©  2 p-,ma 

Village  Hall,  Headley 

2nd  & 4th  Mon*  2 psD,, 

Congregation  School  Room, 
Waltcn-cn-the-Hill 

Ist  & 3rd  TucSo  2 p^ma 

Mansion  House,  Leatherhead 

Fri*  2 p*n« 

Village  Hall, Nth*  Holmwood 

1st  & 3rd  Thurs*  2 p«m« 

Health  Centre, 

Station  Road,  H or ley 

1st  & 3rd  Wed.  a.m. 
and  Fri*  2 p.m. 

Health  Centre,  Leigh 

2nd  Mon.  2 p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Newdigate 
(Voluatary) 

3rd  Tuesa  2 pcm. 

Village  Hall,  Ockley 

1st  & 3rd  Fri.  2 p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Saif ords 

2nd  & 4th  TueSa  2 pom. 

Dene  Street,  Dorlung 

Mon*  & Wed«  2 p^m^ 

Reading  Room,  Westcott 

2nd  8c  4th  Mon,  2 p.^a-> 

Ante-Natal 

Dorking  General  Hospital 

Fri*  9o30  at.m® 

Welfare  Centre, 

Station  Road,  H or ley 

Wedo  2 paroa 

Redhill  County  Hospital 

TueSc  lo30  p.m. 

Mansion  House,  Leatherhead 

Tueso  1*30  p.m. 

Epsom  District  Hospital 

Mon.  8c  Thurs.  2 p.m. 
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Clinics  ( cont> ) 


Type  of  Clinic  Location 

Dental  Health  Centre, 

Station  Road,  Horley 

Remedial  Exercises  " ” 

Speech  Therapy  ” ” 

Tubercnlosis  Health  Centre, 

Dene  Street,  Dorking 

Redhi.1.1  County  Hospital, 
Earlsvood  Common, 
Redhill 


Epsom  District  Hospital, 
Dorking  Road,  Epsom 


By  Appointment 

tt  It 

n ti 

Pri»  10  a*m* 


1st  & 3rd  Mon*  2 p,m* 
Wed*  9*30  a*m« 

Thurs*  2nd  & 4th  2 p^m* 
Fri.  3rd  2 p,m# 

Tues  & ThurStt  2 p^ms 
3rd  ThurSc  5a 30  pamo 


Family  Planning 


Redhill  County  Hospital 
Earlswood  Common, 
Redhill 


Tues®  6 "•  7e30  pam^ 
(except  the  Tuesday 
f ollowing  a bank  holiday) 


Dorking  General  Hospital 


Epson  District  Hospital 


TueSo  6 - 7*30  pom» 
(except  the  Tuesday 
following  a bank  holiday) 

Fri*.  7 p*n. 


Venereal  Diseases  Redhill  County  Hospital 


Males;  Mon*  5-7  p*m* 


Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  Males:  Tues*  & Fri* 
Guildford  5 - 7 p*m* 

Females;  Mon*  2-7  p*m. 
Thurs*  9«30-11  a.n* 

St*  Helier  Hospital,  Males:  Mon*  5-7  p*m* 

Carshalton  Females:  Wed*  5-7  p.m* 

(And  at  the  Out-Patient 
Department  of  nanv 
London  Hospitals*) 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  can  be  obtained  from 
medical  practitioners  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
cr  on  application  at  the  County  Council  Health  Centres*  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  is  restricted  to  persons  born  in  1920  and  after,  thou^ 
treatment  is  also  available  to  people  whose  occupation  is  thought  to  carry 
additional  risk  of  infection,  and  also  to  expectant  mothers 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  available  for  children 
of  school  leaving  age,  and  for  all  children  who  have  been  in  close  ccutaot 
vm.th  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis* 

Details  of  the  numbers  treated  in  these  various  procedures  will 
be  found  in  Section  6 of  tliis  report* 
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FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION 

Two  branches  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  are  active  in 
the  district#  The  Dorking  Branch  of  the  Association,  -under  the  Chair- 
nanship  of  Mrs*  G.  H.  Woodman,  provides  a weekly  clinic  at  the  Dorking 
General  Hospital,  with  the  consent  of  the  Hospital  Management  Comnittee 
and  the  Medical  Superintendent#  The  Reigate,  Redhill  and  District 
Family  Planning  Association,  -under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Hon#  Lady 
Farr  or,  prcvides  a similar  clinic  at  the  Redhill  Co-unty  Hospital#  The 
medical  staff  is  appointed  by  the  Association  and  is  assisted  by 
voluntary  workers#  The  work  of  the  Association  is  concerned  i-nth  the 
teaching  of  methods  of  contraception  to  married  persons,  with  i2ie 
investigation  of  cases  of  sub-fertility,  and  with  the  solution  of 
difficulties  connected  with  marriage  relationships# 

The  Dorking  Branch-  of  the  Association  dealt  with  122  new  patients 
during  the  year,  many  of  v;hom  were  resident  in  the  Rural  Districts 


VFilEREAL  DISEACBS 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  natters  dealing  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases#  Particulars  of  facilities  available  are  included 
in  the  list  on  page  10, 


NATIONAL  ASSIST/xNCE  ACTS, 


Section  47  of  the  Act  of  194S  gave  power  to  local  authorities 
to  take  steps  to  deal  with  persons  suffering  from  chronic  illness  or 
infirmity,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  recei-ving  proper  care 
and  attention,  and  who  are  unable  to  manage  for  themselves#  As  might 
be  expected,  -the  majority  of  these  are  old  people,  who  in  addition  to 
physical  illness,  have  some  loss  of  mental  power  sufficient  to  curtail 
their  reasoning  powers,  but  not  serious  enough  to  require  their 
admission  to  hospitals  for  mental  illness* 

Under  the  1948  Act,  power  was  given  to  the  local  authority  to 
apply  to  the  Magistrates*  Court  for  an  Order  to  obtain  the  removal,  for 
a period  not  exceeding  three  months,  of  a person  found  in  such  conditions® 
As  the  result  of  experience,  it  was  found  that  the  time  taken  to  complj- 
with  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Act  in  obtaining  an  Order  for  reno\^.l 
was  so  long  that  the  practical  -value  of  the  powers  gi-ven  by  the  Act  to 
local  authorities  was  curtailed*  An  amending  Act,  which  came  into  force 
in  1951,  enabled  authorities  to  adopt  a more  expeditious  procedure  in 
cases  req-uiring  urgent  attention* 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year,  though 
investigation  was  called  for  in  several  cases# 


MOBUE  CHEST  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE  FOR  GEilERfiL  PR/.CTITIONERB 

For  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  cases  referred  to  it  by  general 
practitioners,  a mobile  -unit  -visited  Her  ley  for  one  ho-ur  each  week#  It 
was  thua  possible  for  any  patient  ha-ving  symptoms  referable  to  abnormal- 
ities of  the  lungs  to  be  examined  with  expedition  with  a minimum  of 
inconvenience# 

Similar  facilities  were  available  in  Dorking# 
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SMIT/JIY  OIRCUl^T/JJGES  OF  THE  /JlEA 


W/iTER  SUPPLIES 


The  East  Surrey  Water  Coc^any  provides  piped  water  supplies 
to  ten  of  the  twelve  parishes  of  the  Rural  District,  these  being 
Betchworth,  Buckland,  Charlwood,  Headley,  Horloy,  Newdigate,  Lei^, 
Holnwood,  Capel  and  Ockley*  It  also  supplies  the  Rannore  area  of  Wottcru» 

The  supply  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Corapany  to  Holmwood,  Capel 
and  Ockley  is  derived  from  the  series  of  wells  sunk  into  the  Folkestone 
bods  on  the  western  outskirts  of  Dorking.  It  is  chlorinated  but  not 
softened  before  distribution* 

The  supply  of  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  to  the  remainder 
of  the  area  is  obtained,  to  a great  extent,  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk 
of  the  North  Downs,  and  is  softened  and  chlorinated  before  distribution# 
Additional  supplies  are  available  from  bore  holes  in  the  greensand,  orB 
of  \Nrhich  is  situated  in  the  Parish  of  Buckland# 

The  Guildford,  Godalming  and  District  Water  Board  si5)plies  piped 
water  supplies  to  the  Parish  of  Abinger  and  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
Parish  of  Wotton#  The  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is  obtained  from  deep 
bore  holes  in  the  greensand  in  Guildford  Rural  District# 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  qualities  of  the  water- ’supplies 
of  both  undertakings  have  remained  consistently  satisfactory  and  of  a 
high  standard  of  purity  during  the  year# 

Typical  results  of  the  examinations  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
East  Surrey  Water  Company  and  by  the  Guildford,  Godaiming  and  District 
Water  Board  are  as  follows,  (chemical  results  in  parts  per  million):- 


East  Surr 

Dorking 

Wells 

'ey  Water  Co. 

Leatherhead 

Pumping 

Station 

Guildford 

Water 

Board 

Colour 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Taste 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

7#  06 

8,1 

7,4 

Electric  Conductivity 

330 

300 

295 

Chloride  as  Chlorine 

18 

23 

17.2 

Hardness:  Total 

150 

115 

152 

Temper  ary 

100 

68 

no 

Permanent 

50 

47 

42 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4.8 

6.3 

5.9 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0,000 

0.034 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0,000 

Nil 

0,005 

Metals  Iron 

0.03 

0.01 

0.66 

Zinc 

0.8 

Nil 

0.2 

Others 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Solid  Residue 

220 

200 

220 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0,25 

Nil 

0,08 

(12) 


EXTENSION  OF  PIPED  W_4TER  SUPPLIES 


The  extension  to  serve  the  haElot  st  Abinger  Botton  which 
was  nentioned  in  ny  report  for  195S  was  carried  out  during  the  year* 

Cor^ideration  to  extension  of  piped  supplies  in  the  folloi^dng 
areas  was  also  given  in  1959!- 

(1)  In  the  Haroldslea  area  of  Horley  after  prolonged  and  at  tines 
difficult  negotiations  a piped  supply  was  made  availabl.e  to  serve  three 
existing  dwellings*  The  owners  agreed  to  contribute  between  then  the 
sun  of  £166*  15®  1*^  the  balance  of  £52*  18®  9*  being  found  fron  the 
Council's  general  rate  i\ind* 

(2)  Water  shortage  again  made  itseJjf  evident  during  the  year  in 
the  area  midway  between  Holnbury  St*  Mary  and  Forest  Green*  The  Council 
arranged  for  water  to  be  carted  to  the  area  on  three  occasions^ 
following  which  the  Guildford^  Godalning  and  District  Water  Board  provided 
a quotation  for  the  laying  of  approximately  2^000  yards  of  new  A’’  main 
from  the  existing  main  at  Forest  Green  northwards ^ terminating  in  the 
vicinity  of  *^*Mario  Cottage*’,  to  servo  20  premises,  for  the  sum  of  £7,336* 
The  Public  Health  Ccmmittee  recommended  that  subject  to  the  various 
owners  provi.djng  between  then  two-thirds  of  the  capital  cost  the  Council 
would  finance  the  remainder  from  the  general  rate  fund  on  the  basis  of  a 
guarantee  agreement*  At  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  with  the 
various  owners  had  not  been  commenced* 

(3)  The  shortage  of  water  in  the  Leith  Hill  area  has  been  noted  in 
previous  annual  reports  and  in  1959  the  matter  was  taken  a stage  fu'cther 
by  the  quotation  of  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  for  the  extension  o.t* 
the  existing  main  at  Weald  View  Cottages  for  a dist^ance  of  1,700  yards 
to  serve  20  dwellings  in  the  sum  of  £11,100.  This  sum  includes  the 
provision  of  a new  60,000  gallon  reservoir  at  800  feet  AeOoD,  Here 
again  the  Public  Health  Committoe  recommended  that  subject  to  the 
respective  owners  contributing  two-thirds  of  the  capital  cost  the  Council 
would  be  prepared  to  find  the  balance  from  the  general  rate  fund. 


PREMISES  WITHOUT  A PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  number  of  occupied  houses  without  a piped  water  supply 
within  reasonable  distance,  is  as  follows 


Parish 

Wells 

Springs 

No  Supply 

Total 

Abinger 

39 

7 

46 

Betchworth 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Buckland 

— 

— 

- 

Capel 

- 

3 

9 

12 

Charlwood 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Headley 

- 

- 

- 

•m 

Horley 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Holmwood 

- 

14 

- 

14 

Leigh 

- 

- 

- 

vm 

Newdigate 

8 

- 

- 

8 

Ockley 

3 

- 

3 

Wotton 

•> 

47 

ten 

47 

TOTAL 

53 

71 

9 

133 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  wells  and  springs  are 
unreliable  in  either  quality  or  quantity,  and  in  some  cases  in  both* 
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As  nentioned  in  previous  reports,  despite  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies , over  the  past  10  years , 
there  are  several  areas  where  piped  water  from  a public  supply  is  still 
urgently  needed®  These  are  Broadmoor,  the  Leith  Hill  area  of  the  Parish 
of  Wotton,  Friday  Street  and  King  George’s  Hill,  all  in  the  Parish  of 
Wotton,  the  Trap  Lane  area  in  the  Parish  of  Ockley  and  the  Rusper  Road 
area  in  the  Parish  of  Gapel* 


Briefly  the  sewerage  35^ tens  which  exist  in  seven  of  the  twelve 
parishes  are  as  follows 


A length  of  sewer  (approximately  7S5  ’yards)  serves  the  hanle’b 
of  Abinger  Hammer  and  discharges  into  the  sewers  of  Guildford  Rural 
District  Council  for  ultimate  treatment  in  the  Guildford  Borough  Sowage 
Disposal  Works » 

Betchworth 

A proportion  of  the  parish  has  been  sewered  by  a gravitational 
system  discharging  to  a pumping  station  in  the  Wonhan  Lane  whence  the 
sewage  is  lifted  to  the  sewer  of  the  Dorking  Urban  District  Council  for 
treatment  by  that  authority*  Apart  from  the  development  of  a new 
houning  estate  at  Strood  Green  there  has  been  no  major  change  in  the 
sewerage  of  the  parish* 

Buckland 


Following  reports  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  sewage 
disposal  arrangements  at  Tranquil  Dale,  Buckland,  an  enquiry  was  made  of 
the  Dorking  Urban  District  Council  whether  subject  to  formal  agreement 
that  authority  was  now  in  a position  to  receive  and  treat  any  further 
sewage  at  their  Pixham  Lane  Works®  By  December  it  appeared  likely  that 
a satisfactory  arrangement  would  be  possible®  The  question  of  laying  a 
new  sewer  from  Tranquil  IhlB  to  Betchworth  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3,0C0 
was  therefore  brought  into  the  priority  scheme  and  xd.ll,  it  is  now  hoped, 
receive  early  sol’ution® 

Capel 


The  Parish  of  Capel  has  a small  system  of  sewerage  serving  the 
Uxiilt-ixp  area  of  the  village  and  Beare  Green®  The  sewers  discharge 
gravitationally  to  a treatment  plant  comprising  settlement  tanks,  pxrqping 
plant  and  four  filter  beds.  Some  proportion  of  the  sevrage  after 
settlement  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 

Since  1950  the  sewers  have  been  extended  to  serve  the  White 
Hart  Estate  and  the  Misbrocks  Green  areas,  and  the  new  Council  estate 
at  Bennetts  Wood. 

Charlwc'od 


A comprehensive  system  serves  the  entire  village  and  discharges 
via  two  ptimping  stations  to  the  Horley  Sewage  Works*  This  work  was 
completed  in  1957  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £130,000*  By  31st  December, 
1959,  421  properties  had  been  connected  to  the  sewer* 
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HolTjvfood 


The  parish  of  Holniwood  is  covered  by  a fairly  exbersive  G^^sten 
of  sewerage  discharging  to  a snail  disposal  works  at  Henfold  Lane^ 

Apart  fron  an  extension  of  sewer  to  serve  the  WartcLck  Road  -Housing  Estate 
no  extension  to  this  system  has  taken  place  since  1950o 

The  condition  of  the  works  and  of  the  effluent  continues  to 
occasion  anxiety  and  the  Thanes  Conservancy  has  drawn  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  effluent  does  not  comply  with  the  recommended  standards 
of  purity*  Proposals  for  a new  disposal  works  sited  at  Six  Acres  Copse^ 
at  Broad  Lane^  Newdigate  to  replace  the  Holmwood  Works  and  to  serve  part 
of  the  Parish  of  Newdigate  were  considered  by  the  Council  during  1959® 

The  areas  to  be  served  contain  about  1,520  houses,  some  vith 
cesspools  and  others  with  earth  closets  or  septic  tanks o About  460  of 
these  houses  are  on  main  drainage  floxd-ng  to  the  Holmwood  Sewage  WorkSo 
Including  the  Council *s  development  of  the  Musicians’  Site  at  Bearo  Green, 
the  scheme  allows  for  a further  520  houses* 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  construction  of  a new  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  in  woodland  known  as  Six  Acre  Copse,  at  the  North  end  of 
the  Parish  of  Newdigate  to  the  west  side  of  Broad  Lane,  and  the  ne-; 
would  be  capable  of  treating  sewage  from  parts  of  Holtm.^ood,  Newdigate 
and  Leigho  The  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Henfold  Lane  would  be 
altered  to  treo.t  storm  water  flows  from  Holmwood,  and  also  to  receive 
the  contents  of  cesspool  tankers*  An  ultimate  population  equivalent 
to  5,300  has  been  allowed  for  in  designing  the  disposal  works,  and  this 
figure  should  be  large  enough  to  cater  for  all  reasonable  development 
wliich  can  be  anticipated  at  the  present  time® 

The  scheme  also  provides  for  a new  trunk  sewer  to  be  constructed 
from  the  existing  Disposal  Works  in  Henfold  Lane  to  the  site  of  the  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Six  Acre  Copse,  also  for  a new  sewer  to  be 
c:rstructed  ftom  the  entrance  to  the  White  Hart  Estate  across  the  main 
road  and  down  Green  Lane  to  the  existing  sewer* 

Part  of  the  scheme  has  been  designed  for  the  Broad  Lane  and 
Ewood  Lane  areas  of  Newdigate,  and  the  lower  end  of  this  sewer  would  have 
to  be  constructed  at  the  same  time  as  the  entrance  road  to  the  new  Sewage 
Disposal  Works*  Tv/elve  of  the  properties  at  the  northern  end  of  Broad 
Lane  wore  on  a private  drainage  system,  which  could  bo  connected  to  the 
new  sewer,  thus  dispensing  with  this  private  system* 

The  new  disposal  worlds  at  Six  Acre  Copse  would  receive 
gravitational  flows  from  Broad  Lane,  while  the  Holmwood  sewage  would  have 
to  be  pumpedo  Furthermore  it  had  been  considered  prudent  to  ms.ke 
prevision  in  the  design  of  the  works  for  the  inclusion  of  part  of  Leigh 
in  the  drainage  system  at  some  future  date* 

The  Six  Acre  Copse  site  consisted  of  an  area  of  woodland  inside 
wlilch  the  units  were  to  be  built,  leaving  a screen  of  growth  around  all. 
the  visible  parts*  At  the  low  end  of  the  wood  an  area  of  grassland 
could  be  used  for  final  effluent  treatment  by  allowing  the  sewage  to  flow 
over  the  land  before  it  entered  the  stream* 

The  new  works  vere  designed  to  deal  -with  a dry  weather  flow  of 
211,000  gallons  per  day,  and  to  give  full  treatment  to  up  to  three  times 
the  dry  weather  flow,  and  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Thanes 
Conservancy  storm  watez'  tanks  would  be  provided* 
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The  Parish  of  Horley  is  served  by  a comprehensive  scheme  of 
sewerage  discharging  to  a modern  treatment  plant  in  Lee  Street^  Horley®- 
The  system  is  a separate  one^  and  deals  with  fowl  drainage  only  as 
distinct  from  a combined  s^^-stem  which  caters  for  both  foiiL  and  surface 
water  sevago  in  the  same  pipe. 

The  treatment  plant  consists  of  automatic  electi’z.c  pumps,, 
settling  tanl^s,  rotary  sprinhlers,  humus  tanks  and  sludge-drying  teds 
and  was  designed  to  deal  with  a dry  x/eather  flow  of  370,00v0  gali.cnn  per 
day.  Since  1950  there  have  been  exbensions  of  the  sewers  to  serve 
properties  in  Meath  Green  Lane,  and  in  Snalliield  Roads  In  addition 
many  lengths  of  ney  sewers  have  been  provided  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  new  estates®.  One  hundred  and  seventjT^five  new 
properties  were  connected  to  sewers  in  1959o 

In  addition  to  the  residentlo.1  development  in  Horley  and  the 
increasing  volume  of  sewage  received  from  Charlwood,  extra  demands  on 
the  capacity  of  the  works  have  been  made  as  the  result  of  the  e:opansion 
of  the  industrial  area  at  SalfordSjj  and  by  the  reconstruction  of  Gatwick 
Airport,  The  works  now  receive  an  average  dry  weather  flow  of  over 
800,000  gallons  which  is  twice  the  amount  for  which  they  were  designed. 
Accordingly  the  Council  have  instructed  their  consuiting  Engineer  to 
prepare  plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Horley  Sewage  Works  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  put  in  hand  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

The  Public  Health  Department  has  been  active  in  sponsoring  the 
laying  of  a private  sower  to  servo  four  properties  in  Horley  Lodge  Lane, 
after  the  Gounoil  had  decided  that  the  expenditure  of  public  funds  on 
this  natter  was  not  possible.  The  scheme  prepared  in  the  Department 
and  accepted  by  the  respective  owners  provided  for  the  laying  of 
approximately  899fts.  of  4*’  S.G.W,  pipes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £788*  lo  1, 
to  be  divided  between  the  various  owners  concernedo  Owing  to  the  lime 
taken  to  prepare  the  scheme  and  to  get  the  various  owners  consent  it  ^^■as 
not  possible  to  commence  the  work  by  the  end  of  the  years 

Ockley 

The  Parish  of  Ockley  is  served  by  two  small  disposal  wo2.'’k&' 
consisting  of  screening  chambers,  settling  tanks,  filters,  syphoning 
chambers  and  humus  tanks  which  have  functioned  satis fact or ilys 


CESSPOOL  EI^gTYIHG 


The  Council  has  continued  its  undertaking  to  empty  cesspools 
six  times  a year,  or  to  remove  the  equivalent  of  twelve  loads  if  the 
capacity  of  the  cesspool  is  less  than  1,500  gallons,  without  additional 
charge.  The  rising  cost  of  this  service  made  it  necessary  for  some 
revision  in  the  charges  for  additional  emptyings,  the  new  scale  being 
as  follows s- 


j Quantity  Removed 

Charge 

Quantity  Removed 

Charge 

Up  to  750  gallons 

13s 0 Od, 

5001  - 5250  gallons 

91s,  Od, 

751  - 1000  >' 

17s,  6d. 

5251  - 6000  « 

105s,  Od, 

1001  - 1500  '» 

26s,  Od, 

6001  - 6750  *' 

117s c Od, 

1501  - 2000  " 

35s,  Od, 

6751  - 7000  » 

122s.  6do 

2001  - 2250  » 

39s e Od, 

7001  - 7500 

1303 0 Ode 

2251  - 3000 

52s,  Od, 

7501  - 8000  » 

140s B Odp 

3001  - 3750  » 

65s8  6d» 

8001  - 8250  '» 

U3So  Od. 

3751  - 4000  " 

70s,  Od, 

8251  - 9000  » 

157s,  6d. 

4001  - 4500  » 

78s,  Odo 

9001  ->  9750  " 

169s,  0d« 

4501  - 5000  ” 

87s,  6d. 

9751  -10000  '* 

175s,  OdJ 
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Disposal  is  by  tipping^  nest  of  which  can  only  bo  described  as 
crude,  but  at  Stahhill,  Charlwood,  treatment  by  broad  irrigation  is 
carried  nut,  and  at  Parkhurst  Corner,  Abinger,  by  settlenent  and 
filtratir)ru  However,  the  disposal  of  cesspccl  contents  leaves  much  to 
be  desired  and  the  provision  of  special  facilities  at  new  sewage  disposal 
works  is  still  awaited*  There  is  little  doubt  that  at  an  early  date 
the  Council  will  have  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  disposal  of 
cesspool  contents  as  the  condition  of  the  crude  tips  cannot  be  ignored 
for  much  longer. 


The  actual  work  carried  out  in  1959  was  as  follows s- 


Parish 

No*  of 

Known 

Cos  spools 

Emptied 

Nu  of 
Emptyings 

Total 

loads 

removed 

Average 
No*  of 
empty- 
ings 

per  cess 
pool 

Average 
No*  of 
loads 
per 
empty- 
ing 

Abinger 

309 

221 

1540 

2080 

4e9 

1.3 

Betchworth 

98 

79 

301 

509i 

3.1 

1.6 

Buckland 

124 

104 

307 

618i 

2,4 

2*0 

Capel 

127 

122 

328 

466 

2*5 

1*4 

Charlwcod 

394 

302 

1472 

2041^ 

3.7 

1.4 

Headley 

69 

52 

254 

547i 

3c7 

2ol 

Holmwood 

45 

36 

103 

188 

2*3 

lad 

Horley 

357 

338 

1505 

2387 

4«>2 

1<.5 

Leigh 

176 

161 

519 

1183t 

2.9 

2*3 

Newdigate 

254 

222 

968 

1474-i: 

3.8 

lo  5 

Ockley 

92 

64 

221 

365i 

2,4 

1,36 

Wotton 

71 

58 

197 

362 

2,7 

1«8 

TOTAL 

2116 

1759 

7715 

12224 

3.2 

1.7 

Number 

Make 

Capacity 

Date  Acquired 

CAPEL 

M,?.H* 

488 

Dennis 

750  gallons 

November, 

1948 

K.P.Re 

760 

Dennis  ^ 

750  " 

Juno, 

1945 

C.P.D* 

508  + 

Dennis 

1,000 

January, 

1957 

M«P .B, 

852 

Dennis 

1,000  » 

November, 

1959 

HORLEY 

I.P.C, 

15 

Dennis 

1,000  gallons 

October, 

1955 

JoP.H. 

20 

Dennis 

1,000  » 

March, 

1959 

O.P.C, 

510 

Dennis 

750 

May, 

1950 

K.P.A* 

963 

Dennis 

750  " 

September, 1945 

) 

The  cost  of  this  service  amounted  to  approximately  £16,745 
which  necessitated  the  levying  of  a general  rate  of  7e856d»  in  the  £« 
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PAIL  CLOSETS 


Present  infornation  available  in  the  departnent  shows  that 
there  are  970  pail  closets  in  the  district  sitmted  as  follaici^ 


Abinger 

118 

Betchworth 

59 

Buckland 

24 

Capel 

87 

Headley 

50 

Holnwood 

27 

Leigh 

36 

Mewdigate 

106 

Ockley 

43 

Wotton 

166 

Charlwood  & H or ley 

970 

Many  of  these  closets  are  provided  in  properties  occ'upied  by 
elderly  persons <>  who  have  increasing  difficulty,  by  reason  of  infirnitj^, 
to  effect  the  necessary  hygienic  disposal,  so  nuch  so  that  in  July,  1959 
the  Public  Health  Connittee  reconnended,  and  the  Council  agreed,  to 
nake  provision  in  the  Rate  Estinates  for  I96O/6I  for  a collection  and 
dispC'Sal  service  throughout  the  district# 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOS/iL 

The  service  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  adninlstcred 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor®  The  frequenc^y 
of  collection  in  H or ley  and  Holnwood  is  weekly  and  in  other  parishes 
fortnightly# 

The  refuse  vehicles  engaged  in  this  service  are  as  follows 


No. 

Type 

Make 

Capacity 

Date  of 
Acquisition 

+K»P,H«  430 

Taken  off 

i 1 

the  road  May,  1959,  and  scrapped 

M,P,Kc  251 

Side  Loader 

Dennis 

10/12  yds.,  cub. 

Decenber,  1948 

^NoP.E#  77 

II  ti 

Dennis 

10/12  " '> 

July,  1949 

SoPuL®  156 

Cenpres  snore 

Bedford 

18  " " 

April,  1953 

B.P.J.  49 

Paxit  I 

Dennis 

18  " » 

October,  1956 

F.P.K.  201 

Paxit  II 

Dennis 

18/24  " " 

June,  1958 

J.P.K,  645 

Barrier  Ldr. 

Dennis 

16/18  " » 

May,  1959 

N«?,C.  40 

Paxit  II 

Dennis 

18/24  " " 

February,  3.960 

O.P.B.  650 

Side  Loader 

Bedford 

14  " " 

April,  3-950 

O.P.E,  109 

( 

Side  Loader 

Dennis 

10/12  » » 

May,  3.950 

The  adninistration  of  this  service  in  a rural  district  in  which 
developnent  is  taking  place  is  a natter  of  conplexitya  Not  only  is  the 
rate  of  developnent  difficiiLt  to  forecast  but  it  is  a difficult  notLe.i.'  10 
deternine  rath  accuracy  the  point  at  which  new  vehicles  and  crows  should 
be  recruited# 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  either  by  tipping  in  a controlled  pit 
operated  by  Dorlcing  Urban  District  Council  or  by  incineration  in  the 
destructor  of  the  Reigate  Corporation# 
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Refuse  Collection  and 


The  problem  of  refuse  disposal  now  being  experienced  by  some 
metropolitan  authorities  had  its  impact  in  the  district  during  the  year 
when  a proposal  was  made  to  utilise  11  acres  of  sand  excavation  in  the 
Parish  of  Buckland  for  the  controlled  tipping  of  refuse  from  the  Bcroughs 
of  PHtcham  and  Sutton  and  Cheam#  Formal  planning  approval  has  been 
granted  by  the  Planning  Authority  subject  to  certain  conditions,  and  the 
Rural  District  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
has  granted  permission  under  the  provisions  of  the  Surrey  County  Council 
Acte  The  actual  tipping  is  expected  to  begin  in  June,  I960, 


The  operation  of  the  tip  will  be  carried  out  by  the  landowner 
and  will  be  closely  supervised  by  the  Council's  Public  Health  Staff, 


SWBflCENG  POOLS 

There  are  two  open  air  swimming  jpools  in  the  Rural  District 
to  which  the  public  are  or  have  been  admitted, 

(1)  The  Wagon  Shed,  Brighton  Road,  Horley, 

It  is  provided  with  a plant  for  constant  filtration, 
chlorination  and  aeration.  Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken 
during  the  year  v/ere  satisfactory. 


This  open  air  pool  has  not  been  used  for  over  two  years  and 
is,  together  with  the  filtration  plant,  now  undergoing  recon- 
ditioning, The  original  plant  consisted  of  sand  filtration 
under  pressure,  chlorination  and  aeration.  It  is  filled  from 
the  mains  of  the  East  Suirrey  Water  Company, 


M0RTUAH7  FACILITIES 

The  following  arrangements  are  in  force  in  the  Rural  District 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  mortuary  services s- 

Pa.rishes  of  Horley  and  Charlwood 

By  arrangement  with  the  Redhill  Hospital  Jyhnagement  Coi-nmittoe 
the  mortuary  and  post-mortem  room  at  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  is  used 
as  required.  Fourteen  bodies  were  removed  for  examination  on  the 
instructions  of  H,M,  Coroner  from  premises  in  the  parishes  of  Horley  and 
Charlwood® 

Other  Parishes 

By  agreement  with  Leatherhead  Urban  District  Council,  use  is 
made  of  the  mortuary  facilities  provided  by  that  Council,  the  cost  being 
aportioned  on  the  basis  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  districts  concerned. 
During  the  year  18  bodies  were  dealt  with  under  this  arrangement,  which 
included  all  parishes  other  than  Horley  and  Charlwood, 

This  arrangement,  while  adequate  at  the  moment,  will  require 
reconsideration  in  the  near  future,  as  the  demands  on  the  Leatherhead 
Mortuary  are  increasing  year  by  year  with  the  rapid  growth  of  that 
district. 
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FACTORIES  MB  WORKSHOPS 


A retucn,  in  substantially  the  same  form  as  follows,  has  in 
previous  years  been  made  direct  to  the  Minister  of  Labour,  but  included 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  information.  Circular  l/60  removes  the 
obligation  to  make  the  return  to  the  Minister  and  requires  that  it  shall 
be  included  in  the  Annual  Report  and  copies  of  that  report  sent  to  the 
Factory  Inspector  for  the  district  concerned. 

lo  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,2, 3, 4, and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority 

9 

3 

. 

(ii)  Factories  not  Included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

134 

14 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out~workers 

i 

! TOTAL 

: 

143 

17 

1 

“ ! 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
’’cases’*)  • 


i . . 

Particulars 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  rjf 

cases  in 

Found 

Rene- 

Referred 

which 
pros  ecu--' 

(1)  . . 

(2) 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M, 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4). 

By  H.M. 

Ins pec-  , 
tor 

tions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l,) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

~ 

- 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S,3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S#4) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floor  ( S«  6 ) 

mm 

mm 

mm 

(20) 


FaotcylGS  Act«  19.37  (cont^) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
wore  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

v;hich 

(1) 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

• 

To  H.Ma 
Inspec- 
tor 

(41- . 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

proseour* 
tions  were 
instituted 

<61 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S#7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 • 

1 

mm 

mm 

fb)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

- 

” 

mm 

By  S*  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  an  employer  who  sends 
work  of  certain  prescribed  classes  to  workers  to  be  dealt  with  in  their 
own  hones  is  required  to  send  a list  of  such  works  to  the  Council  in 
February  and  August  of  each  year,  and  failure  to  do  so  involves  a pennlty 
upon  convictions 


Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  District  Council 
is  required  to  certify  that  those  factories  to  which  the  Section  applies 
are  provided  with  such  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  for  the  persons 
employed  therein  as  nay  be  reasonably  required*, 

Application  for  such  certificates  are  considered  in  consultation 
;jith  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Surrey  County  Fire  Brigade# 

Two  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year* 

The  143  premises  on  the  Register  of  Factories  on  the  31st 
December,  1959,  were  as  follows s- 


Non—Mechanical  Mechanical 
PoT%’'er  P over 


Address ograph  Manufacturers  - 1 
Agricultural  Engineers  - 1 
Aircraft  Repairers  - 1 
Bakers  — 4, 
Ball  Bearing  Manufacturers  ~ 1 
Band  Saw  Maker  — 1 
Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  - 7 
Brickworks  - 6 
Builders*  Workshops  — 16 
Cycle  Repairers  ~ 3 
Drawing  Office  Equipment  Manufacturers  - 1 
Electrical  Engineers  - 5 
Engineers  ^ X4 
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P^ctarlefl  (cont*) 


Brought  Forward 

Eoqjlosivo  Mnnufacturors 

Fine  Art  Stationoir  WajnxiJKaotiirtars 

Furnituro  Makers 

Fur  Processors 

Garages  and  Motor  Engineers 

Instrunent . Makers 

Laimdries 

Lime  Works 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairers' 

Plastic  Manufacturers 
Portable  Building  Makers 
Printers 
Radio  Repairers 
Research  Laboratories 
Rubber  Tyre  Processing 
Sand  and  Silica  Works 
Sawyers 

Sheet  Metal  Works 

Super  Charger  Manufacturers 

Tailors 

Tool  Makers 

Undertakers 

Watch  Repairers 

Valet  and  Dry  Cleaners 


Nonr-Mechanical  Medianical 
Power  P(jwer 


61 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

1 

2 

1 

S 

1 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 


-a 

134 
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4. 


HOUSING 


Returns  re!!.a,ting  to  the  demolition,  closing  and  repair  of 
honsGS  under  the  Hoi'^sing  and  PnbLic  Health  Acts  are  nou  submitted 
quarterly  to  the  Mf.rdstry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govermenta  An  abridged 
S'ummary  of  vhich,  for  the  year,  Is  set  out  below:- 

1*  Insneo+lon  of  dwe3Jing-b cages  diiring  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-hor.ses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Ho'osing 
Acts)*  619 

(This  figure  Includes  premises  inspected  in 
connection  with  Improvement  Grant  applications) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,217 

2*  Number  of  dwelling”-hc:us es  (included  under  sub- 
head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925*  Nil 

3o  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injui’ious  to  health  as  to  bo 
unfit  for  human  habitation*  7 

4*  Number  of  dwolling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation*  33 


1*  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

ser-^rLco  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwolling-houses  rendered 
fit  inoonsequonco  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officer 

11.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Hpusing  Act,  1957* 


1*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

wliich  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

2,  Number  of  dwelling-hoiiises  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
in.  (b)  Proceodjjigs  under  Public  Health  Acts 


1.  Nimber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  to  be  remedied 

2«  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ovmers 


40 


6 


1 


3 


3 
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Houajlng,.(contJ 

(o)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the 

Housing  Ac.t^  19-7 

lo  Ncrober  of  dwelling^-hotisos  in  respect  of 

which  Domoliti on  Ordeo^'C  vrere  made  Nil 

2,  NiUiiher  of  dv^elling^honnas  demolished  in 
piirsuancG  of  Demolition  Orders 

(d)  ProceGddngs  under  Section  18  of  the 

KoT^ng_AotA.22^2.^ 

1»  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  under-* 
groTmid  rooms  in  respect-  of  whi^ii 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

2«  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  ’nnder- 
gronnd  rooms  In  respect  of  whi^ch  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  haring  been  x^endered  fit  Nil 

3o  Nirnber  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
urderta-kings  were  received  that  the 
premises  wonld  not  be  re-occupiod  until 
made  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  2 

4#  Number  of  undertakings  cancelled  the 
premises  having  been  rendered  fit  fesr 
human  habitation  2 


2 


Nil 


Additional  information  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing  conditioris  is  to  be  found  in 
the  report  of  the  Gnief  Public  Heall:-h  Ix.isp^ecboro 
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),  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report  contains 
Lnfornation  on  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
Drenises  used  in  the  preparation  of  food,  with  the  inspection  of  food 
md  xd.th  the  supervision  of  the  storagG  and  sale  of  ico-creanu 


APULTERATION  OF  FOOD 


The  Surrey  County  Council  continued  to  adioJ-nistor  the  sections 
Df  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  195B^,  dealnng  with  the  adulteration  of  food* 

C an  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  infornation 
;bat  a total  of  S3  samples  for  analysis  were  taken  in  tliis  district  in 
L9;58©  Of  these,  68  were  of  nilk,  4 of  sausages  and  the  remainder  of 
dncellaneous  articles  of  foodstuiffs^  One  sample  of  bread  and  one  of 
lilk  vjere  found  to  be  below  standard# 

Information  was  also  given  that  vmthin  that  part  of  the  County 
Ln  which  the  County  Council  acts  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  a total  of 
?66  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  including  703  of  milk*  Thirty- 
lOut  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  irregular,  12  of  these  being 
Df  milk  and  4 of  crjoked  and  prepared  meat*  Legal  proceedings  were 
Instituted  against  a dairy  farmer  for  selling  Channel  Islands  milk 
ieficient  in  miiUc  fat*  On  conviction,  he  was  fined  £2*  with  two  guineas 
josts*  Legal  proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  a butcher 
Drovision  nercliant  for  selling  chicken  and  veal  pie  as  “chicken  pie“# 

)n  conviction  he  was  fined  £5o  with  four  guineas  costs. 
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6. 


PREVENTION  OP.  AND  GOMTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Included  in  Table  I are  the  incidence  and  death  rates  of 
various  infectious  di-seasesj,  These  are  exiri'essed  per  1,000  popilLat5.on 
vibii  the  exception  of  the  rate  for  puerperal  p^/rexia  which  is  es'biiuatved 
per  1^,000  live  and  still  b-J-sths*,  Figures  for  195S  are  reproduced  for 
purposes  of  conparisnn* 

Table  IV  shows  the  nunber  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1959/  classified  according  to  age  and  sox«  Table  V 
shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  each  of  the 
twelve  parishes# 


RiWIhPOX 

XT  tr  T 't  T ■■  ' J«.rfrv# 

No  case  of  snallpox  was  notified  during  the  year# 

Vaco:'  nation  aga.inst  Snallpcx 

During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  nodical 
practitioners  of  332  primary  vaccinations  and  188  re-vaccinations  which 
had  been  performed  by  then#  Of  the  primary  vaccinations  281  related 
to  children  under  the  age  of  one  year/  equivalent  to  48$^  of  the  number 
of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year#  The  comparable 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  44*5^* 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Forty-eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  wore  notified  during  tho 
year/  compared  with  twelve  in  the  previous  year#  Eleven  cases  were 
admitted  to  hospital/  either  for  treatment  or  because  of  poor  facilities 
for  isolation  at  hone# 

Fortunately  the  increase  in  this  disease/  which  was  predomi- 
nantly confined  to  the  Parish  of  Harley  was  not  associated  with  any 
increase  in  virulence  of  the  infection#  A rise  in  incidence  occurred 
over  a large  part  of  the  country,  and  was  not  noted  to  this  district  alone# 


DIPHTHERIA 

For  the  eleventh  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  Rural  District# 

Reference  to  Table  VI  indicates  the  decline  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease# 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  aim  is  for  every  child  to  receive  a primary  treatment  in 
its  first  year  of  15.fo  with  reinforcing  treatment  every  3 to  4 years  up 
to  the  end  of  school  life#  It  is  not  claimed,  even  with  such  treatment, 
that  sbsolute  immunisation  will  be  attained  by  every  child,  but  there  is 
clear  evidence  that  the  risk  of  an  untreated  child  contracting  diphtheria 
is  four  tines  as  great  as  that  of  an  immunised  child,  and  that  tho  risk 
cf  death  is  nearly  thirty  tines  as  great# 
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Although  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  in  Dorking 
md  Horley  Rural  District  for  eleven  years,  there  has  been,  during  the 
)ast  two  years,  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  in  several 
larts  of  the  country,  including  the  London  area.  Immunisation  against 
liphtheria,  therefore,  retains  its  importance  in  the  immunlsation 
irogramme  v:hich  now  includes  smallpox,  against  which  vaccination  is 
iGSirable  in  the  first  year  of  life,  whooping  cough  which  is  often  nest 
'overe  and  dangerous  in  young  infants  and,  therefore,  treatment  shouLd 
le  concluded  as  ear3.y  as  pcssiblo|  poliomyelitis,  vjhich  is  at  its 
lonnonost,  if  not  at  its  severest,  in  the  early  years,  and  therefore  mist 
»G  included  in  the  immunisation  programmo  at  this  stage®  Totsnus, 

1 though  a rare  disease,  requires  consideration  before  the  end  of  the 
'irst 

Fortunately  it  is  frequently  possible  to  combine  the  treatment 
.gainst  diphtheria  and  tetanus  in  one  series  of  injectiorts,  and  sometimes 
o add  whooping  coughg  If  this  can  bo  ai’rangod  with  the  doctor  gi-^.diig 
he  treatment,  it  certainly  eases  the  burden  on  the  mother  and  is  not  so 
rying  to  the  patience  of  the  child. 

Treatment  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners  under  the 
erms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  clinics  arranged  by  the 
ocal  health  authority,  these  being  held  at  regular  intervals  at  all 
nfant  Welfare  Centres,  serving  the  district,  of  which  details  are  set 
ut  on  page  9®  These  arrangements  are  intended  primarily  for  infants 
nd  others  under  school  age«  Clinics  in  schools  are  arranged  as  required 
y the  Di\d.sional  Medical  Officer  for  pup.i.ls  requiring  treatmento 

Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practitioners  and 
linics  that  4o0  children  had  received  primary  treatment  and  39  children 
einfcrcing  treatmenta  The  following  figijres  show  how  the  facilities 
or  treatment  have  been  used-* 


Primary  Treo.tnont 


Re.i.nforcinu  Doses 


Treated  at  Clinics  and  Schools  203 

Treated  by  General  Practitioners  277 


480 


39 


It  was  estimated  at  the  end  of  tho  year  that  45»95^  of  children 
nder  the  ago  of  15  y^ars  had  been  treated  in  the  period  1954“'59  and 
ere,  therefore,  still  in  an  effective  state  of  innuinity;,  The  comparable 
igure  for  1958  was  51^<»  The  fall  in  the  percentage  is  no  doubt  partly 
ue  to  the  pre— occupation  of  the  county  health  service  with  the  task  of 
arrying  out  the  polioc^elitis  vaccination  programme^  The  fall  affects 
articular ly  the  older  age  group  of  school  children*  The  comparable 
igure  for  England  and  Wales  was  54^« 


NHOOPING  COUGH 

Nine  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  compared  with  10  in 
he  previous  years  The  incidence  rate  v:as  Cf,29  per  1,000  population^ 

0 death  was  registered  as  duo  to  this  disease, 

munisation  against  Ifcooning  Cough. 

Notifico.tions  were  received  from  medical  practitioners  and 
linics  that  471  eliildren  had  received  treatments  In  461  the  primary 
reatnent  was  combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  in  409  of  these 
nmunisation  against  tetanus  was  also  included* 


MEASLES 


Sovon  himdred  and  thirty-ono  cases  of  neasles  were  notified 
d-uring  the  year  conpared  with  225  in  195S»  The  outbreak  comencod  in 
the  last  quarter  of  195S  In  the  Parishes  of  Holnwood  and  Eetchwortho 
It  sprecyd  during  the  first  half*  of  1959  to  all  the  renalnlng  pardohes 
with  the  exception  of  Headley  and  Wottoia,  No  death  from  the  disease 
was  recordedo 


rOLIOhrCELITIS 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  case  of  poliomyelitis 
was  notifieda 

Polionyelitis 

Vaccirn-tion  against  poliomyelitis  must  now  take  first  place  In 
the  means  of  prevention  of  this  diseaeea  It  is  too  early  yet  to  know 
how  effective  the  vaccine  at  present  in  use  will  be^  and  it  \d.ll  be  a few 
years  before  a complete  picture  can  be  obtained  of  the  efficiency  and 
duration  of  its  protective  powers*  In  spite  of  this,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  malignant  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  ineffectiveness 
of  other  methods  of  controlling  it,  everyone  eligible  to  apply  for  treat- 
ment should  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  upper  age  limit  has 
now  been  extended  from  25  years  to  40  years  of  age,  Ei^pectant  nothes-s 
members  of  health,  hospital  and  nursing  services  and  travellers  abroad 
can  apply  for  the  treatment  whatever  their  age, 

I am  indebted  to  Dto  T.  H«  Bingham,  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
Southern  Division  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  for  the  following  infor- 
mation relating  to  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  of  residents  of  the 
Rural  District  dnring  the  year  1959* 


Third  injections 

4,401 

Persons  born  in  years  1933'=1943 

1,326 

Children  born  in  years  1944”1959 

1,355 

Ercpectant  mothers 

209 

General  Practitioners  and  families 

7 

Ambulanco  persorxnol  and  faiaj-lies 

11 

The  number  treated  in  previous  years  was  4,749,  and  the  total 
since  the  scheme  coisnenced  is  7,657*  Ii'<  ivS  estimated  that  whereas  o3^ 
of  the  cM-ld  population  has  been  laacinat/ed,  not  m.ore  than  20^'  of  the 
older  groups  eligibile  for  ureatment  have  taken  advantage  of  this  form  of 
pro’bection. 


DY-SENT.EB,Y 

Thirteen  notifications  of  Sonno  Dysentery  were  received  of 
which  twelve  related  to  children  living  in  a residential  nuL’sery  in 
HoJ-mwocd«  This  disease  is  spread  by  personal  contact  and  when  it  is 
introduced  into  a ccmm-onity  of  small  chiYLdren  the  difficulties  of  limiting 
infection  are  very  great® 


By  reason  of  the  nature  of  5.bs  activities  uhe  Holrrwood  nursery 
is  parti culai.*ly  prone  to  the  introduoticn  of  this  infection.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  not  surprising  that  outbreaks  of  dysentery  occur  there  with 
regularity,  despite  the  high  standard  of  care  which  is  maintained® 
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PUERPERAL  PYUEXIA 


The  fact  that  no  case  cf  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified  is 
liable  to  be  nisleadingo  There  is  an  adninistrative  procedure  by  which 
a notification  of  puerperal  pyrexia  is  allocated  to  the  district  in 
wl'dch  the  patient  is  resident  at  the  tine  of  onset*  A large  nmber  cf 
confi.nenents  of  residents  of  tJae  Rural  District  takes  place  each  year  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  hones  which  are  situated  in  Dorki-ng  and  Redhilla 
Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurring  in  these  institutions  are  assigned 
to  the  areas  in  which  the  hospitals  are  located,  thus  tending  to  lower 
the  notiflcatif;n  rate  in  the  Rural  District® 

During  the  year  one  resident  of  Betchworth  was  notified  in  the 
Dorking  Urban  District  following  her  confinenent  in  the  Dorking  General 
Hospital® 


TETJHUS 

No  case  of  tetanus  was  reported  during  the  year®  However, 
this  condition  is  not  notifiable  and  it  is  possible  for  the  illness  to 
occur  without  coning  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
unless  it  should  proceed  to  a fatal  terninatioria 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus 


The  County  Council's  immunisation  arrangements  now  in-^lude 
treatment  against  tetanus*  This  may  be  given  separately  or  nay  bo 
combined  with  the  agents  used  for  irmiunisatlon  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough,  and  ma.y  be  obtained  from  the  family  doctor  or  from  a 
children's  clinic#  During  the  year  427  children  were  imunlsed  against 
tetanus  for  the  first  time  and  of  these  409  were  treated  sinultanei^usly 
against  diphtheria  and  who-.ping  cough®  In  1958  the  nmber  treated  v/as  515» 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Register  of  Notified  Persons 

During  the  year  the  names  of  33  persons  were  added  to  the 
tuberculosis  register,  and  42  were  removed*  Details  of  these  altera- 
tions are  as  follows s- 


Additlons  to  Rorgister 


Removals 


Primary  notifications  relating 

By  removals  to 

to  persons  already  residing  in 

other  districts 

19 

the  district 

11 

By  recovery 

20 

Transfer  cf  persons  notified 
in  other  areas,  now  residing 
in  this  district 

17 

By  death 

3 

Restored  to  register 

33 

42 

+ In  2 cases  the  cause  of  death  of  the  notified 

person  was  not  attributed  to  tuberculosis* 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  names  on  the  register 
was  160  conqpared  with  169  in  the  previous  year® 
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Tuberculosis  (cont») 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis 

Eleven  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received 
fron  medical  practitioners  of  persons  certified  to  be  suffering  from 
that  disease*  These  concerned  residents  of  the  district  in  whom  the 
disease  was  rocogni-sed  for  the  first  tine*  In  Table  IV  they  are 
classified  by  sex  and  ago,  and  in  Table  V by  parish  of  residence*  In 
Table  VII  the  nunber  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  the 
resultant  incidence  rates  since  1934  have  been  tabulated*  They  shew 
the  inprovenent  which  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  this  disease* 

Deaths  fron  Tuberculosis 

One  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  registered,  giving 
a death  rate  of  0*03  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  a rate  of  0.08 
for  England  and  Wales* 

Table  VII  illustrates  the  trend  which  the  mortality  figures 
for  tuberculosis  have  assumed  since  1934®  This  year's  rate  and  total 
are  the  lowest  yet  re cor dodo 

These  results  reflect  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  methods  of  treatment  of  tuberculosis  by  streptomycin,  para-amino- 
salioyclc.c  acid  and  isoniazid*  Infectivity  as  well  as  mortality  is 
reduced  by  these  agents#  If  everyone  with  persistent  respiratory 
symptoms  took  advantage  of  the  existing  facilities  the  number  of  infected 
persons  at  large  in  the  cemnunity  in  a condition  dangerous  to  other 
people  would  be  repidly  reduced*  The  benefit  of  early  diagnosis  and 
treatment  would  be  appsirent  at  once  to  the  patient  by  the  improvement  in 
his  health,  and  to  the  community  by  the  reduction  of  the  nunber  of  new  cases 
resulting  from  the  curtaiLient  of  his  period  of  infectivity* 

B.G.G*  Vaccination 

This  treatment  is  available  at  Chest  Clinics  to  contacts  in 
the  family  of  tuberculous  persons,  if  preliminary  testing  shows  that  they 
have  not  already  been  infected*  It  has  also  been  offered  to  children 

approaching  school  leaving  age*  The  treatment  in  schools  is  carried  out 

by  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  has  provided  the 
following  information  relating  to  the  work  done  in  local  schcols  in  1959* 

Oommuni cations  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  school  children 
ascertained  to  be  in  the  age  group  concerned,  with  the  following  results 

Nunber  offered  treatment  462 

Nunber  consenting  304  (equivalent  to  6G%) 

Number  va.ccinated  249  (equivalent  to  5A?o) 

Of  the  total  of  304  children  for  whom  consents  were  obtained, 

17  failed  to  attend  and  50  who  were  found  to  be  positive  to  the 
preliminary  Mantoux  test  v/ere,  therefore,  excluded  fron  treatment# 

Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 

There  are  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committees  in  Dorking 
and  Reigatc  which  work  in  close  association  with  local  chest  clinics 
and  hospitals*  The  assistance  granted  to  tuber culeus  persons  and  their 
dependants  included  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment,  fuel,  bedding, 
clothes  and  sick  room  requisites,  etc*,  and  the  pajment  of  fares,  pcoket 
money  and  other  incidental  expenses  which  could  not  be  met  from  official 
so>urces* 
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Infornation  has  been  received  from  the  MedicaD.  D.lrcctor  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  Ser^'/ice  that  the  experinenta].,  gchone  -which  comenced 
last  year  x/as  continued,  Th.lc  involved  a vree!--!..:/-  vigit  'Py  a rnlt  to 
the  Gar  Park  of  the  Thorns  Hotel  on  Tuesdaj'-  fi’on  12^15  p^iaj  - 1 p.^Co 
The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  encourage  the  »ray  exari.nation  of  patients 
attending  their  doctors  for  s;'/npton3  reforabie  to  cliseasee  of  the  ehes-bs, 

One  hundred  and  fifijr-Asevon  persons  were  referred  to  the  Uni-ta 

A Unit  also  visiteid  the  Gar  Park  of  the  Dorking  Halls  on 
Wednesday’s  from  4e30  poR,  to  5o.3G  pcD®  ThJ.s  was  a convenient  site  for 
access  fron  nany  parts  of  the  Rural  Districto 
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TABLE  I,  COMPARATIVE  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  MATEPHAL 
MORTALITY  R.iTES,  AND  INCIDENCE  RATES  OF  H'JFECTIOTTS 
DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1958  and  ]..959<.  


1958 

1959 

Rates  iDer  1,000  Pouulation 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

17.9 

19c  2 

DEATRS 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

10«3 

9c  1 

Typhoid  and  Paraty'phoid 

- 

- 

fliooptng.  Cough 

— 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

0«(  10 

0o03 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.06 

Snallpox 

•> 

Polionyelitis 

- 

- 

Pneunonia 

0o40 

0.39 

NOTIFICATIONS  ( Gorre cted) 

T57phoid  Fever 

«■> 

Pa.ratyphoid  Fever 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

0o40 

1.57 

Whooping  Gough 

0.33 

0.29 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

0.06 

Snallpox 

Ifeasles 

7.50 

23.95 

Pneunonia 

0,57 

0c52 

Polionyelitis,  paralytic 

— 

— 

non-par alyti c 

Food  Poisoning 

0.17 

0,10 

Dysentery 

1.10 

0.43 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0.57 

0.29 

non-^oes  pirat  cry 

0.07 

0,06 

Rates  per  1,000  Tiive  Births 

BlF/iNT  MORTAIJTY 

Under  1 year  of  age 

11,2 

13o7 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  (Neonatal) 

11,2 

10.3 

Under  1 week  of  age  (Early  Neonatal) 

8o5 

Rates  oer  l.,000  Total  (Live  Still)  Births 

Still  Birtlis 

2oa 

13«5 

Perinatal  Mortality 

21.9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Notification  of) 

- 

Maternal  Mortality 

i 

[ 

- 
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Bracketed  figures  represent  standardised  rates 


TABLE  III 


GAU5ES_pF.  DEATH  IN  THE  DOPJCING  AND  HORLEY  EURAL  DISTRICT 


M 

F 

T otal 

!• 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3, 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

4* 

Diphtheria 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

6* 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

r- 

CM 

?• 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8, 

Measles 

- 

- 

9, 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

J. 

2 

LO, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

3 

8 

LL. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchios 

Id. 

3 

14 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

6 

6 

-3. 

Ifeilignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

4 

-4* 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

10 

29 

-5, 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

tM 

.6a 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

-7. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervious  system 

17 

26 

43 

-8a 

Coronary  disease  angina 

21 

1.9 

40 

-9, 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

iOa 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

22 

42 

ila 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

7 

13 

:2a 

Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

:3a 

Pneumonia 

9 

3 

12 

:4a 

Bronchitis 

10 

4 

14 

:5a 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

'6a 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

'7, 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

'8a 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

CM 

'9a 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

P. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

la 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

2, 

Other  defined  and  ill“*de fined  diseases 

9 

12 

3. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

4a 

All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

/ 

o 

5a 

Suicide 

1 

2 

6a 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 
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P^T'XO  HE/i.T..TP  . 

Council  Of;?;lc80^ 

Chalkcv/b  Lane, 
i»RKING. 

June,  I960. 


To  the  01iG5j?Dan  and  Members  of  the 

Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District  Council 


Mr-»  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  for  1959,  which  closely  follows  the  arrangements  of  the 
Report  for  195S« 

In  so  far  as  figures  reflect  the  work  of  thi.s  Department,  1959 
must  be  rated  as  the  bes'i:  year  since  the  Department  vjas  created  in  194-7j 
since  the  total  number  of  visits  made  was  the  highest  ever 

attained.  The  reason  for  this  increase  dies  in  the  appoini;ment  of  an 
outside  assistant  to  help  in  the  work  of  the  District  Public  health 
Inspectors 3 and  he  has  r-v^lieved  them  of  a large  amount  of  routine  follow- 
up work,  leaving  then  free  for  other  important  duties* 


As  I have  commented  on  the  various  aspects  of  the  Department's 
work  on  the  following  pages  there  is  no  matter  upon  "^ihich  I would  toiioh 
in  this  introductoi'y  note  except  perhaps  to  remind  the  Committee  tliat 
Puolic  Health  work  is  orhy  a part  of  my  responsibilities;  the  other  part 
being  the  nanD-genent  and  supervision  of  the  Council *s  housing  estates# 

I would  like  to  record  my  continued  appreciation  of  all  the 
help  and  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  indeed  by  the  Council  as  a whole*  My  thanks  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  encouragement  at  all  times  and  to 
the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyal  support* 

I wot’ld  also  mention  gratefully  the  help  and  advice  given  by 
the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  Staff* 


I an,  Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERIC  A.  ATKINSON* 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector* 
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The  total  number  of  i.nspectione  and  visits  in  1959  oii  various 
matters  per'fcain.lng  to  piiijlic  health  was  3;  4^2*  This  compare.3  with  the 


previous  five  years  as 

12^ 

follows s- 

22^ 

^5^ 

1252 

mss 

1252 

2375 

2178 

2307 

2532 

2872 

3432 

Details 


Act  or  Regulation 

. Details 

Noo  of 
vivsl.ts 

Paragraph 

Number 

Petroleum  (Consolidated) 

No  of  Installations 

Act,  1928* 

inspected 

55 

4 

No  of  tested 

32 

Pvi:lic  Health  Act,  1936 

S,  37/39 

Visits  re  drainage 

312 

Sa  50 

’’  cesspools 

229 

S*  92 

" ’■  nuisance 

(a)  premises 

111 

(b)  animals 

3 

(c)  smoke 

36 

3^259/263 

Visits  re  ditches 

and  water  co-nrses 

191 

8*268/269 

Visits  re  moveable 

dwellings 

30 

Se233 

Visits  re  sid.mming  pools 

- 

Sr  111 

Visits  re  water  supply 

66 

8,111 

Visits  re  X'/ater  samples 

28 

8,  348/160 

Infectious  disease 

enqul:ries 

127 

5 

Rooms  disinfected 

15 

Pathological  specimens 

taken 

36 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Inspection  of  Factories 

with  power 

8 

Inspection  of  Factories 

without  power 

3 

Means  of  escape  in  case 

of  fire 

6 

Visits  to  outworkers^ 

premises 

2 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955 

Premises  in  resnect  of  which  there  are  See 

cial  RefniLf 

itions 

(a)  Milk  & Dairy 

Regulations,  1949 

Dadxi.es  and  Milkshops 

22 

Farms  and  cowsheds 

- 

6 

No*  of  milk  samples 

187 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Heat 

Treatment 

No#  of  ice  cream  samples 

5 

7 

Regulations,  1957 

Visits  to  dealers 

10 

(c)  Slaughterhouse 

No*  of  visits 

206 

9 

(d)  Other  registered 

Butchers  (sausage 

premises 

manuf a ctur  er  s ) 

9 

1 

i 
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Act  or  Regulation 

Detai].s 

Noo  of 
visits 

Pan’agraph 

Number 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955 

Other  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses 

16 

Cafes 

16 

Canteens 

8 

8 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

6 

Unsound  Food 

Visits  re 

38 

10 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Inspections  re  unfit 

dwellings 

296 

Inspections  re 

13/17 

improvement  grants 

685 

Visits  re  housing 

applicants 

5 

Visits  re  Rent  Act,  1957 

54 

Prevention  of  damage 

by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Visits  re  pest  control 

341 

18 

Gatwick  Airport 

Visits 

20 

Other  unclassified 

Visits 

266 

'i 

I.-* 
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Legal  procoedings  were  taken  drawing  the  year  aga5.nst  the  vendor 
of  a mouldy  pork  piej  E^ddence  was  given  that  the  pie  was  delivered  to 
the  retailers  premises  on  the  Saturday  before  the  August  Barlr.  Holidayi 
but  was  not  sold  until  the  following  Friday*  The  Public  Analyst  stated 
that  the  moulds  present  included  species  of  Aspergillus,  Penicillium 
and  Phiz  opus* 

One  does  not  need  to  be  reminded  that  the  )Summer  of  1959  was 
except ionall-y  \^rarm  and  dry  and  daily  maximum  temperatures  in  the  region 
of  75^F  were  recorded  during  the  period  the  pie  vias  on  saloa 

For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that  pj.es  on  delivery  wx-re  placed 
in  the  refrigerator  and  only  a small  nunber  were  withdrawn  daily  for  sale# 
Those  not  sold  wer  discarded  and  not  returned  to  the  refrigerator* 

The  Magistrate  found  the  charge  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  of  selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pur-chaser  a pork  pie 
not  of  the  quality  demanded  proved  and  imposed  a fine  of  £3  and  £10a  10*  0, 
costs*  A cliarge  under  Section  8 of  the  Act  for  selling  a pie  not  fit 
for  human  consumption  was  dismissed* 

These  proceedings  served  to  bring  before  the  public  once  again 
the  care  which  must  bo  exercised  in  the  sale  and  purchase  of  meat  pies 
and  underline  the  necessity  for  clearly  marking  the  wrapper  in  such  a way 
that  both  retailer  and  purchaser  may  know  just  how  fresh  the  article  may 
bar,  Pie  Manufacturers  mark  their  wrappings  with  code  symbols,  so  that 
while  they  are  aw-ure  of  the  age  of  their  product  the  general  public  has 
no  means  of  detecting  the  products  age* 

I thirJc  that  the  manufacture  of  perishable  foodstuffs  would  do 
the  public  and  the  retailer  a great  act  of  service  if  they  clearly  marked 
the.jr  products  with  the  date  of  manufacture. 

On  two  other  occasions  the  Council  considered  complaints 
relating  to  food  as  follows s- 

(1)  Pre  sence  in  Demerara  sugar  of  rat  excreta# 

Despite  a careful  search  of  the  retailerb  premj.ses  no 
evidence  c.f  any  rodent  infestation  was  fourid  and  since  there 
was  a similar  lack  of  evidence  at  the  h/holesaler  *s  premj.ses 
the  question  ’was  referred  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  for 
their  information* 

(2)  Presence  in  butter  of  a splinter  of  wjooda 

After  receiving  the  Manufactiu’erfe  obserwntions  as  to  the 
handling  of  b’ltter  on  his  premises,  the  Council  decided  to  talce 
no  legal  proceeaings  but  to  wamthe  trader  of  the  necessity  of 
malntaJ.mng  the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  on  the  handling 
of  a perishable  foodstui'f  such  as  butter* 


Petrol  eim  f Cons  pi  ilated)  A.ct#  1928 

Eighty^seven  llce.nces  to  store  petroleum  spirit  or  mixt.ures 
of  petroleum  wrere  issued  dmung  the  year  in  respect  of  which  fees 
amounting  to  £80#  7*  6*  were  paid#  Licences  are  issued  subject  to  a 
number  of  ccnditixons  designed  to  ensure  that  the  rj.sk  to  life  a.nd 
property  as  a resiuLt  of  the  use  or  storage  of  petroleum  is  minird.sed* 
’’Petroleum  Fplrit”  is  defined  as  such  petroleum  a.s  when  bested 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  give  o.ff  an  tiifl. amicable  vapour 
at  a tempera  bia-G  cf  less  than  73’"^  Falironheit* 
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All  new  installations  are  pressure  tested  before  being  allowed 
to  receive  petrolenn  or  petroleuci  spirits  and  no  licence  is  renewed  in 
respect  of  any  installation  more  than  20  years  old  without  re«testingo 
Further  tests  are  applied  at  30  years  and  thereafter  annuallyo 

All  the  32  installations  tested  or  re-tested  were  satisfactcryo 


Public  Health  Act,  1936«  Section  L:'i-8«  Infectious  Illness 

It  is  now  an  established  practice  for  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  visit  hotises 
where  a case  of  infectious  illness  has  occurred*  The  purpose  of  the 
visit  is  to  obtain  information  as  to  contacts  and  places  of  employment^ 
particularly  employment  in  food  industry^  This  information  enables  the 
appropriate  action  to  be  taken  in  certain  cases  to  exclude  contacts  from 
school  or  work*  In  the  case  of  patients  who  may  recover  but  still  be 
infective  - as  in  the  case  of  certain  illness  of  the  dysentries  or  food 
poisoning  groups  - the  weekly  collection  of  specimens  for  laboratory 
examination  is  also  made* 


One  hundred  and  eighty-five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  or  biological  examination  v/ith  the  following  results  s- 

Bacteriological  Tests 


Satisfactory 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

26 

f 

44. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

11 

1 

Pasteurised 

119 

15 

Sterilised 

1 

Cream 

5 

0 

162 

2.3 

Twelve  of  the  tests  were  void  since  the  atmospheric  shade 
temperature  exceeded  65^F,  The  Regulations  require  that  samples  on 
arrival  at  the  Laboratory  shall  be  removed  from  the  insulated  container 
and  kept  at  atmospheric  shade  temperature  until  the  tests  are  begun, 
and  the  tests  shall  be  commenced  between  9 a,m,  and  10  a*m*  on  the  day 
after  the  samples  are  taken*  The  fact  that  so  large  a number  of  tests 
were  void  since  the  shade  temperature  exceeded  65*^F  underlines  the 
difficulty  frequently  experienced  in  rural  districts  of  getting  samples 
to  tbe  laboratory  in  good  time  and  condition  * 

The  various  tests  that  are  applied  to  milk  samples  are  briefly 
as  follows s- 


This  test  does  not  provide  information  as  to  the  number  of 
kinds  of  bacteria  in  a given  sample,  but  it  does  afford  a measure  of  the 
activity  of  the  bacterial  content*  The  majority  of  the  organisms  in 
milk  are  capable  of  affecting  certain  dyes,  notably  methylene  blue  and 
therefore  the  tine  taken  to  reduce  or  decolour  methylene  blue  is  taken 
as  an  index  of  the  bacterial  content* 

Samples  are  presumed  to  satisfy  the  test  if  the  time  taken  to 
decolourise  methylene  blue  is  not  Huss  than  as  fo.llowss- 
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Nature  of  Samples 

Time  taken  to  decolourise  methylene  blue 

Sumner  (a)  Winter  (b) 

Tuberculin  Tested  Mile 

4-2  hours  5i-  hours 

Pasteurised 

30  minutes  30  minutes 

Rax^  — ungraded 

No  prescribed  tine 

(a) 

1st  May  - 31st  October 

(b) 

' 1st  November  - 30th  April 

Ph.05T3ha±ase  Test 


Raw  or  untreated  milk  contains  two  enzymes  known  as  peroxidase 
and  phosphatase,  both  of  which  are  destroyed  by  heat.  The  object  of 
the  test  is,  therefore,  to  discover  the  presence  of  phosphatase  or  in 
other  words  to  assess  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  pasteurising 
process.  IncidcntalJly, the  test  will  also  reveal  the  presence  of  added 
raw  milk.  The  results  of  the  test  are  classified  as  follows 


Units  of  Blue 


Results  described  as 


Below  2,3  units 
2,3  - 6*0  units 
Over  6,0  units 


Negative  phosphatase  test 
Insufficiently  heat  treated 
Gross  under  treated 


Turbid j.tv  Test 

This  test  v/hich  is  applied  only  to  sterilised  milk  is  designed 
to  test  the  completeness  of  the  sterilisation  procedures  by  which  milk 
in  bottle  is  heated  to  a temperature  of  212^1',  After  such  treatment  the 
milk  is  virtually  sterile  and  should  keep  for  an  indefinite  period. 


REGISTRATION  AiTO  LICENCES 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Milk  Retailers  Register  on  the 
31st  December,  1959,  was  25, 

Fifty— seven  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  graded  milk  as 

foUoiTS 


Dealers 

Supplementary 

Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

11 

Pasteurised 

12 

11 

Sterilised 

7 

6 

29 

28 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  19A9 

Notice  was  served  on  a firm  of  milk  distributors  to  appear 
before  the  Council  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  removed  from  the 
Register  of  Persons  carrying  on  the  Trade  of  a Milk  Distributor, 
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Despite  the  fact  that  their  attention  had  been  dravn  to  the 
infringement  of  the  Mlk  and  Dairies  Kcgiilations  ocaasiensd  hj  the 
manufacture  cf  a product  which  althcugh  resembling  nitlh;  was  not  in 
fact  milk,  in  a part  of  these  registered  premises they  had  made  no 
attempt  to  comply  with  the  Regulations#.  Some  difficulty  was  erqscrionced 
in  getting  the  finals  representatives  to  appear,  but  ^^^h0n  eventually 
they  did  so,  they  gave  an  undertaking  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  and 
apologised  for  their  failure  to  appear  before  the  Oommittee  at  an 
earlier  datea 


Some  anxiety  was  felt  ever  the  product  being  manui'actuced, 
since  it,  by  appearance,  smell  and  to  some  extent  ta..ste_;  closely  resembled 
milk*  It  was  manufactured  by  heating  a measured  quantity  cf  water  to  a 
temperature  of  approximately  l50*^F  and  then  addi.ng  .spray  dried  skisimed 
milk  povjder  and  sugar,  and  with,  5.n  some  instances  :.*efiner;,  deodorised, 
hydrogenated  palm  kernel  c5.1,  all  according  to  a pre~d0ternined  formula 
to  all  Intents  and  pucpcses  a reconstituted  milk  - and  had  it  been  sold 
as  such  there  would  liavo  been  a contravention  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act* 

It  was  in  fact  sold  under  a trade  name  which  did  not  include  the  word 
'’milk’’  and  ws.s  therefore  outside  the  scope  of  the  Regulations# 

o Oream  (Heat  Treatment)  Recsilations.  1957 

loe  Cu’eam  is  no  longer  manufactured  in  the  district  and  such 
ice  cream  as  is  on  sale  is  made  by  large  manufacturing  concerns  outside 
the  district#  The  taking  of  samples  is,  therefore,  a routine  matter 
but  special  attention  is  given  to  those  ice  cream  dealers  who  divide  the 
larger  blocks  of  ice  cream  into  portions  for  censunption  between  wafers- 
The  co-operation  of  the  manufacturers  in  seeing  that  their  p.rcduots 
reach  the  public  in  a satisfactory  condition  mu:t  be  acknowledged® 


FOOD  A!ID  DRUOS  ACT, 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  5 premises  concerning  infringe- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  as  follows s- 


Found 


Remedied 


Regulation  6 
'»  17 

" IS 

19 


21 

23 


Dirty  Equipment 

Absence  of  proper  first-aid  kit 
Absence  of  accommodation  for 
outdoor  clothing 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  with 
hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  soap, 
toirel  and  nail  br'osh 
Absence  of  proper  ventilation  to 
food  rooms 

Dirty  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 
windows,  etc#  of  food  rooms  - 
Noo  of  rooms 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 


1 

1 


2 

1 

3 


(4^) 


Meat  and  Slaughterhouses 

The  nunber  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  three  licensed 
slaughterhouses  is  given  "in  the  follovm.ng  table:- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  knoTO) 

Charlwood 

Ockley 

Holmwood 

245 

9 

2C 

9 

100 

22 

fi» 

162 

182 

5 

Number  inspected 

254 

37 

122 

349 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

no 

8 

10 

Percentage  of  No*  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  & cysticerci 

44f^ 

— 

14«'^ 

1^0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

11 

Percentage  of  No*  inspected 
affected  wtLth  tuberculosis 

less 
than  5% 

- 

•M 

3.1/0 

Cysticerccsis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

1 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  carcases  of  five  goats  were 
iiaspected  at  Cliarlwood  Slaughterhouse* 


(47) 


Meat  anc 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  point  once  again  to  a one 
himdred  per  cent  inspection  of  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhousess 
This  work  is  at  one  and  the  sane  tine  imspectacular  yet  essential^ 
interesting  and  yet  monotonous,  and  is  a vital  link  in  the  protection 
of  the  public  against  the  consumption  of  unsound  or  diseased  meat* 


Slaughter hous  es 


The  Slaughterhouses  (Reports)  Direction,  1959,  issued  by  the 
Minis tiry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  on  the  12th  February,  1959^ 
requires  each  local  authority  to  review  and,  after  consultation  with 
such  organisations  as  appear  to  represent  the  interests  concerned,  to 
report  to  the  Minister  on 

(a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of  their 
district  for  slaughterhouse  facilities  having  regard 
to  the  needs  both  of  persons  requiring  the  use  of  such 
facilities  and  of  other  persons | and 

(b)  The  slaughterhouse  facilities  which  are,  or  are  likely 
to  become,  available  to  meet  those  requirements 
(including  any  port  slaughterhouse). 


In  accordance  with  this  Direction  a Report  was  sent  to  the 
Ministry  on  the  11th  January,  I960,  This  report  reviewed  the  changing 
circumstances  in  the  rural  district  as  between  pre-war  demands  and 
present  day  trends  and  in  particular  classified  the  four  existing 
slaughterhouses  in  this  district  as  follows 


(a)  Premises  v/hich  already  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
construction  regulations  for  the  time  being  in  force  in 
respect  of  new  slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughterhouse  at  the  rear  of 
Aberdeen  House, 

The  Street,  Charlwoodo 

Premises  which  do  not  comply  with  the  construction 
regulations  but  which  the  local  authority  expect  to 
comply  with  by  the  date  recommended  by  them  in  their 
Report* 

The  Slaughterhouses  at  the  rear  of 
Aberdeen  House, 

Newdigate,  and 

Corner  *s 

Butcher^  Shop, 

Stane  Street,  Ockley, 

(c)  Premises  which  the  local  authority  expect  will  not 

comply  with  the  construction  regulations  by  the  date 
recommended  in  their  Report, 

Aberdeen  House, 

Holnwood, 


(b) 


The  Council  further  decided  to  recommend  to  the  J/Iinister  that 
the  date  on  which  Part  II  tnd  III  and  paragraph  (l)  of  Regulations  19, 
sub-paragraph  (4)  of  Regulation  25  and  Regulation  32  of  the  Slaughterhouse 
(Hygiene)  Regulations,  195S  shall  come  into  force  with  regard  to  existing 
slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district  of  Dorking  and  Horley  shall  be 


1st  OCTOBER,  I960, 
(48) 


\ 


.J9 


>j 

The  following  quantities  of  -unsound  foods  were  surrendered 
d-uring  the  year  and  were  disposed  of  in  the  min  by  processing  for 
aninal  feeding  stuffs  at  the  Reigate  Corporation  Disposal  Plant., 

Canned  Food 


Meat 

Corned  Beef 

290 

lbs 

Corned  Beef/Mutton 

684 

n 

3d 

ozs. 

Cooked  Han 

297 

n 

31 

It 

Luncheon  Meal 

438 

u 

8 

!i 

Jellied  Veal 

12 

t! 

Pigs'  Livers 

20 

Ox  Tongues, 

2 

Ox  Liver 

27 

tl 

Fish 

Pilchards 

83 

n 

Salnon 

Kippers 

72 

tt 

4 

OZS, 

Vegetables 

Beans 

321 

ti 

Tonatoes 

21 

it 

3 

It 

Mixed  Vegetables 

1 

lb 

Peas 

1 

It 

Jans 

Mai'malade 

16 

lbs 

Finn  Ja,n 

50 

It 

Strawberry 

8 

It 

Apple  & Strawberry 

1 

lb 

Apricot 

1 

It 

Pickles 

Picld-e 

62 

lbs  a 

:12 

OZSa 

and  Sauces 

Tomto  Sauce 

1 

lb 

Belop  Sauce 

1 

11 

9 

t) 

Chop  Sauce 

1 

II 

Epicure  Pi  elded  Onions 

4 

lbs 

2 

II 

Midget  Gherkins 

2 

It 

1 

oz 

Other  Foods 

S-unlea  p-uree 

136 

lbs 

Honey 

17 

S! 

12 

ozs 

Apple  Jelly 

8 

It 

Grapefruit  Sections 

1 

lb 

4 

tt 

E-vaporated  Milk 

4 

lbs 

Tonato  Juice 

1 

tin 

Hone  Killed 

Meat 

(a)  Beef 

(i)  Fnole  Carcases  2 

949 

lbs 

(ii)  Part  Carcases  3 

266 

It 

(b)  Pork 

( hindquarters j fore- 
quarters & 1 loin) 

(i)  liJhole  Carcases  2 

167 

n 

(ii)Part  Carcases  1 

81 

It 

(1  loin) 

Other  Food 

Boiling  Fowls  10 

34 

It 

11 

ozs 

Equal  to  1 ton  19  c\rtSo  1 qtro  16  lbs® 


There  are  new  three  large  food  storage  depots  and  wa:.‘ehouse 
the  rural  district  situated  in  Betchworth  and  Salfords^  in  the  Parish 
Horley  and  these  provide  the  greater  part  of  the  foodstuffs  surrondef 
for  destruction* 


(49) 


?1  ■«  Meals  for  03-d  People 


In  1959,  the  Public  Health  Comnitteo  considered  a request 

from  the  Women* s Voluntary  Service  for  assistance  in  the  establishment 
of  a ’’meals  on  wheels”  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  elderly  or  handicapped 
persons  in  the  parishes  of  Charlwood  and  Her ley,  W,V,S,  members  would 

distribute  the  meals,  obtained  from  a local  canteen  at  agreed  prices, 
by  means  of  their  own  transport.  It  was  esq^ected  that  100  meals  would 
be  provided  per  week. 


The  Council  agreed  to  make  a contribution  of  lOd,  per  meal 
purchased  and  to  a mileage  allowance  of  6d,  per  mile,  in  addition  to 
which  the  Council  purchased  four  sets  of  equipment  for  keeping  the  meals 
hot,  at  a cost  of  £116,  8,  0, 

Due  to  unavoidable  delays  the  scheme  was  not  brought  into 
operation  by  the  31st  December,  1959, 

Section  50 


By  Section  50  of  this  Act,  it  is  the  duty  of  country  district 
councils  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  the  body  of  any  person  who  has 
died  or  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  if  it  appears  to  the  authority 
that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  had  been  or 
are  being  made  other^^^iso  than  by  the  Authority,  The  Council  may  recover 
from  the  estate  of  the  deceased  person  or  from  any  person  who  was  liable 
to  Djaintain  the  deceased  immediately  before  his  death  the  expenses 
incurred,  after  taking  into  account  any  death  benefit  payable  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1946, 

The  Council  was  called  upon  to  exercise  its  responsibilities 
under  this  Section  three  times  during  the  year#  The  total  expenses 
were  £87,  4,  !•  of  which  the  sun  of  £75,  1,  1,  was  either  recovered  or 
paid  by  relatives.  In  one  case  disposal  was  by  cremation  and  in  the 
other  two  cases  by  earth  burial. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 


Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Public  Health  Committee  considered  the  establishment  of  a 
smoke  control  area  for  part  of  the  Parish  of  Horley  under  Section  11  (1) 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  although  the  Committee  recommended  the 
approval  in  principle  the  Council  was  reluctant  to  agree  to  this  step 
being  taken  at  the  present  time.  Any  proposal  to  establish  control  over 
the  domestic  hearth  is  bound  to  rouse  comment,  and  give  rise  to  contro- 
versy and  in  the  heat  of  argument  certain  basic  principles  tend  to  become 
obscured.  There  is  no  doubt  that  cheerful  though  an  open  fire  may  be, 
it  is  dirty,  wasteful  of  heat  and  allows  vitiating  products  of  incomplete 
combustion  to  pollute  the  atmosphere.  It  is  not  generally  realised  to 
what  a crippling  extent  the  discharge  of  smoke  into  the  atmosphere  has 
upon  the  health  of  the  individual  or  growing  substances.  People  living 
in  smoky  areas  suffer  more  from  bronchitis  and  chest  diseases  and  their 
resistance  is  generally  lowered  by  the  lack  of  sunlight  apart  from  which 
the  National  bill  for  washing,  cleaning,  painting  and  repairs  due  to  air 
pollution  is  colossal,  /mything,  therefore,  which  can  be  done  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  smoke  discharge  into  the  atmosphere  must  benefit  the 
community  at  large  in  the  long  run. 

People  living  in  country  areas  hays  a prjcftlops  asset  in  clean 
air  wIt?  oh  I am  afraid  is  noh  aHi-jayo  a.ppi-ocji atoi, 
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The  position  of  the  Clean  Air  Advocate  is  made  difficult  by 
the  absence  of  any  National  Fuel  Policy  for  while  he  pleads  for  the 
abolition  of  the  open  fires  and  supports  his  case  by  the  Clean  /dr  Act 
of  1956,  the  ccnnercial  television  channels  blandly  transmit  appeals 
to  ’’Burn  more  Coal”® 


HOUSING 

Closure  or  Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 
Sections  16  to  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

The  OTOers  of  the  following  dwellings  vrere  invited  by  means 
of  a ’’Time  and  Place  Notice”  to  discuss  the  condition  of  their  premises 
in  order  that  their  future  use  could  be  considered. 

Numbers  1^  2 and  3 Ditches  Green  Cottages ^ Walli-Sw^ood. 

Here  the  principal  deficiency  was  the  absence  of  a proper  water  supplys 
Since  the  Council  had  proposals  for  the  extension  of  the  water  main  in 
this  area  under  discussion  with  the  Guildford^  Godalming  and  District 
Water  Boards  further  consideration  of  the  future  of  these  dwellings  was 
deferred  on  the  owner’s  undertaking  to  make  a grant  towards  the  cost 
of  extending  the  main^  the  total  cost  of  which  was  regarded  as 
"unreasonable”  within  the  terms  of  the  Water  Actj  for  the  Council  to 
bear  in  its  entirety, 

Tillingbourne  House,  VJotton,  a country  mansion  style  dwelling, 
part  of  which  is  derelict  and  part  occupied  by  three  families*  For 
the  owner  the  contention  that  the  premises  wore  not  fit  for  habitation 
v^as  accepted,  and  an  undertaking  given  that  they  would  not  be  occupied 
after  the  present  tenants  had  been  rehoused.  In  view  of  the  shortage 
cf  acccmmcdaticn,  however,  the  Estates  Management  Committee  could 
proceed  no  further  than  to  consider  the  rehousing  of  the  family  living 
in  the  basement  flat,  but  even  this  had  not  been  possible  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Number  5 Rectory  Cottages,  Charlwood,  Consideration  of  the 
future  use  of  this  dwelling  was  deferred  for  further  consultations  with 
the  owner,  which  had  not  been  concluded  by  the  end  of  the  3^0 ar® 

A room  in  a hoiose  in  the  Parish  of  Charlwood  was  deemed  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation  by  reason  cf  the  absence  of  natural  light  and 
ventilation.  Following  service  of  a "Tine  and  Place  Notice”  the  owner 
undertook  certain  work  which  provided  adequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
and  a Closing  Order  was  therefore  not  made. 

Numbers  3 and  4 Burts  Cottages,  Horley,  were  reconditioned  in 
accordance  vri.th  the  terms  of  the  owner’s  undertaking  which  was  then 
revoked. 


Repggr  of  Unfit  Dwellings 


Hcr-sin^ 


Health.  193 6 « Rent  Act.  1957 


These  three  Acts  contain  provisions  v/hereby  the  repair  of 
dwellings  may  be  brought  about.  Under  the  Housing  Act  a local  authority 
may  require  the  repair  of  any  house  which  is  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  which  can  be  made  so  fit  at  reasonable  cost,  A failnire  by  the  person 
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having  control  of  the  house  to  execute  the  required  works,  the  local 
authority  nay  themselves  execute  the  work  in  default  and  recover  their 
expenses.  In  considering  whether  a dwelling  is  unfit  the  Council  nay 
take  into  account  the  condition  v;ith  regard  to  the  following  natters  i-- 

( a)  Repair 

(b)  Stability 

(c)  Freedom  from  damp 

M)  Natural  lighting 

le)  Ventilation 

(f)  Water  supply 

^g)  Drainage  and  sanitary  convenience 

(h)  Facilities  for  storage,  preparation  and  cooking 

of  food  and  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  contains  a number  of  provisions 
by  which  certain  specific  natters  relating  to  premises  nay  be  dealt  with, 
among  which  nay  be  mentioned  the  following: 


Drainage  of  existing  buildings 
Soil  Pipe  and  ventilating  shafts 
Closet  accommodation 
Cesspools  - overfloxd.ng  or  leaking 
Dangerous  and  dilapidated  buildings 
Removal  of  house  refuse 
Dirty  or  verminous  premises 
Premises  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a 
nuisance 


Section  39 

» 40 

” 43 

» 50 

« 5S 

» 72 

» 83 


- 47 


- 75 


» 92 


Details  of  the  Notices  served  under  the  various  headings  are 
set  out  in  the  table  on  page  42» 


This  Act  brings  an  influence  to  bear  on  owners  to  carry  out 
repairs  by  preventing  them  from  recovering  the  full  rent  permitted  by 
the  Act,  in  cases  where  the  tenant  has  obtained  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  from  the  local  authority. 

While  only  three  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  were  received  during  the  year  no  fewer  than  54 
others  were  made  in  respect  of  queries  and  requests  for  information* 

In  each  case  the  owner’s  undertaking  to  carry  out  the  work  claimed  by 
the  tenant  was  accepted* 

Looking  back  over  the  administration  of  the  Act  since  9*10,57 
it  is  noted  that  no  fewer  than  35  undertakings  to  carry  out  work  within 
six  months  were  accepted  by  the  Council  By  December,  31st,  no  fewer 
than  19  of  these  undertakings  had  been  complied  with. 


P4PR0VEMENT  GRANTS 

The  greater  emphasis  in  housing  in  1959  as  in  1958  was  in  the 
reconditioning  and  improvement  of  dwellings  with  the  aid  of  the  improve- 
ment  grant  scheme,  which  wa.s  further  extended  by  the  introduction  of 
the  "standard  grants"  by  the  House  Purchase  and  Hotising  Act,  1959*  The 
extended  facilities  provided  for  two  ld,nds  of  grant. 
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; 


^ -IV* 


Irorovepent  Grants  ( cont, ) 


(a)  Standard  Grants  where  an  owner  desires  to  provide  certain 

standard  amenities  such  as  bath,  W.O,,  hot  water  system,  wash 
hand  basin  and  foodstore.  This  type  of  grant  can  be  claimed 
as  of  right,  subject  to  a maximum  of  £155^  made  up  as  follows 


(i)  For  a fixed  bath  and  shower  in  a bathroom  £25 
(ii)  For  a wash  hand  basin  £5 

(iii)  For  a hot  water  supply  which  must  be 
connected  to  sink  as  well  as  bath  and 
shower  and  wash  hand  basin  £75 

(iv)  For  a water  closet  in  or  contiguous  to 

the  hous  e £40 


(v)  For  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food  £10 

(b)  Discretionary  Grants  are,  as  the  heading  implies  available  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Council  for  a wide  range  of  improvements 
which  will  result  in  a house  being  thoroughly  modernised  and 
brought  up  to  date*  Such  a grant  is  not  available  for  repa5.rs 
or  renexvral  cr  for  remedying  defects  brought  about  by  poor  or 
neglected  maintenance* 


To  be  eligible  for  a discretionary  grant  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  improvements  must  not  be  less  than  £100  and  the  maximum 
grant  is  £400* 

After  improvement  works  have  been  carried  out  the  house  must 
comply  with  the  following  12  points !- 

(i)  have  a life  of  30  years  or  to  have  a life  which  is 
likely  to  be  more  than  15  years, 

(ii}ybe  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free 
from  damp, 

(iii)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated 

(iv)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on 
inside  the  dv/elling, 

(v)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of 
supplying  hot  water  for  domestic  purposes, 

(vi)  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible 
water  closet, 

(vii)  have  a fixed  bath  (or  shower)  in  a separate  room, 

(viii)  be  provided  with  a sink:  or  sinks  with  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water, 

(ix)  have  a proper  drainage  system 

(x)  be  provided  in  each  room  with  adequate  points 
for  gas  or  electric  lighting  (where  reasonably 
available) , 

(xi)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating, 

(xii)  have  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing, 
preparing  and  cocking  food. 


During  the  year  approval  was  given  to  76  applications  for 
Discretionary  Grants  totalling  £21,521,  10,  0,  and  11  Standard  Grants 
totalling  £1,040,  10,  0,  The  standard  amenities  to  be  provided  in 
these  11  applications  were 


1. 

Bath  or  shower  in  bathroom 

10 

2. 

Wash  hand  basin 

11 

3. 

Hot  water  supply 

11 

4o 

Water  Closet 

8 

5» 

Food  Store 

3 

Purchase  of  Unfit  Hoiises 

With  the  coDpletion  of  the  pm* chase  of  Nos#  1-4  Gatwick 
Cottages,  Horley,  the  Coimcil  was  unable  to  proceed  with  the  schene  of 
repair  and  nodernisation#  Tenders  were  invited  for  work  which  included 
provision  of  bathroom,  hot  water  services  to  bath,  basin  and  sink, 
water  closets,  larders  and  connection  to  sewer*  Since  the  ptirchase 
price  of  these  four  cottages  was  £1,098  their  acquisition,  repair  and 
improvement  cost  £3,913»  13#  6*  or  £1,229  per  cottage,  which  compared 
with  the  cost  of  providing  a new  Council  house  nay  be  regarded  as  a 
very  satisfactory^  resuilta  The  rents  which  at  the  date  of  purchase 
averaged  13/^  por  cottage  inclusive  of  rates  were  raised  on  the 
completion  of  the  work  to  £2#  0*  8,  each  inclusive,  that  being  the 
maximum  unabated  rent  payable  by  a tenant  earning  £15#  p»w#  but  from 
which  the  tenants  could  claim  a temporary  rebate  according  to  income 
and  in  accordance  with  the  Council  rebate  scheme,  the  marimum  rebate 
being  lS/2  p.wr# 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 


^942 


On  the  31st  Iferch,  1959,  the  Council  discontinued  the  free 
domestic  service  of  rodent  destruction,  and  any  contract  work  then 
outstanding#  The  steps  followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  specific  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  such  a service  by  the  Treasury*  The  Pests  Act 
places  the  responsibility  for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice  from 
infested  premises  upon  the  occupier  and  the  Council (Sought  means  of 
advice  given  by  Public  Health  Officers,  backed  by  legal  sanction  to 
maintain  the  suppression  of  the  rodent  population#  Three  hundred 
and  forty-one  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  but 
only  three  notices  were  served  to  bring  out  compliance  with  the  Act# 
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